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INTKODUCTION 



It is with great diffidence that I submit the 
following pages for the perusal of the public. 
In them I have sought to throw a little light 
on the subject of our position respecting 
Delagoa Bay so far as regards foreign 
powers ; to give a short history of the port, 
with an account of its trade, &o. ; a brief 
account of the natives, and the fauna, flora, 
&c. ; a resumi of the facts relating to the 
Delagoa Bay Eailway dispute and the 
subsequent arbitration proceedings ; and 
some slight account of the harbour, its 
town of Louren90 Marques, and the sur- 
rounding country. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In view of the projected acquisition of 
Delagoa Bay by Great Britain, the greatest 
interest must be aroused in what should 
quickly prove to be one of our most valued 
possessions. 

It is of the highest value both from a 
commercial and a strategical point of view. 
In brief, it is the key to South Africa, and 
means much more to us than the mere 
acquisition of further territory, for it en- 
sures to us our proud position as the para- 
mount Power in South Africa, and is a 
most important factor in the maintenance 
of peace. 

Looking at the strained relationship that 
has unfortunately existed for so long past 
between Great Britain and the Transvaal 
Eepublic, it has become absolutely neces- 
sary to our safety that the Bay should not 
fall into hostile hands. 

After many years of scheming on the part 
of other powers, our own diplomacy is, we 
hope and believe, to be rewarded, and this. 
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INTBODUCTION 

our latest possession, will shine as one of 
the brightest jewels in the Crown of the 
Empire. 

By every Imperialist this acquisition 
must be hailed with delight, and by it 
the hearts of all true EngUshmen will be 
gladdened, for the best interests of our 
country and our colonies will be furthered, 
the integrity of our Empire assured, and 
a guarantee of peace obtained. 

It is therefore only natural that every 
Briton should seek to know something of 
our latest acquisition, and my endeavour 
has been to give a rough and general outline 
of the place and our position respecting it. 

When in South Africa, I had the honour 
of visiting that grand Imperialist and great 
Englishman, Mr. Ehodes — a man who, by 
his keen insight and cheery, undaunted 
optimism, has laid the foundation of that 
great wave of Imperialism — an Imperialism 
stronger, more appealing than that of the 
late Lord Tennyson and of the eminent 

xiii 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INTBODUCTION 

Eudyard Kipling — which has spread itself 
throughout the country, nay, throughout 
the world, as evidenced by Germany's 
ceaseless desire for Colonial expansion. I 
then obtained such an insight into his 
glorious work for the advancement of his 
fellow-creatures and the honour and glory 
of his beloved land, that I was imbued 
with a strong desire to become acquainted 
with the poUcy of our Government re- 
specting our splendid possessions in South 
Africa, and to gain all the information 
that I could regarding the colonies and 
the aims and politics of the people. 

Particularly did I feel interested in the 
magnificent possibiUties of the natural 
harbour of Delagoa Bay, where Mr. Ehodes 
has for long worked hard to acquire an 
interest both in the Bay and in the Eail- 
way, and his efforts in this direction need 
no further comment here at my hands. 

Having devoured all the literature apper- 
taining to the subject that was obtainable, 

xiv 
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INTBODUOTION 

I formed the resolution of visiting the place 
and seeing for myself whether the harbour 
really deserved the eulogistic accounts that I 
had read. The result was an absolute con- 
firmation, for I found that it was quite 
as fine as it was painted, and in reality 
surpassed my most sanguine expectations. 
The size, the grandeur, the natural confor- 
mation, and the unique position were proved 
at once. The harbour was full of shipping, 
including some obsolete types of vessels 
belonging to the Portuguese Navy. En 
passant, in glaring contrast, at the entrance 
to the harbour was moored H.M.S. FoXy 
which quite accorded with my idea of the 
fitness of things. 

At this time, viz., in 1897, there were no 
rumours of the possible acquisition of the 
Bay by England, either on lease or other- 
wise, but I felt, for all that, that we had a 
very strong right there, owing to the terms 
of the treaty entered into between England 
and Portugal, by which we were given the 

XV 
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INTBODUOTION 

absolute right of pre-emption, and also con- 
sidering our claims on Portugal and her 
indebtedness to us. 

When at Delagoa Bay I consequently 
carefully studied the place and its sur- 
roundings, also its history and the political 
situation, and the result of my labours I now 
put before my readers, with the hope that 
they may derive some useful information 
therefrom, and will accord my efforts every, 
indulgence when they consider the object 
of my task, which has only been to provide 
some general information in a concise 
form, and so save them from the neces- 
sity of having to wade through larger 
volumes dealing only scantily and inci- 
dentally with the various portions of this 
subject. I have further sought to emphasise 
the fact, that should we obtain possession 
of the Bay, it will open up a magnificent 
field for the energy and enterprise of our 
fellow-countrymen, who should not be slow 

in availing themselves of its advantages. 
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INTBODUOTION 

My best thanks are due to Mr. E. P. 
Mathers for the loan of some of the illustra- 
tions which have appeared in his excellent 
paper, South Africa^ from which I have 
derived much useful and interesting infor- 
mation. 

Some of the facts relating to the earlier 
history of Delagoa Bay I have culled from 
Mr. McCall Theals' entertaining work en- 
titled ** The Portuguese in South Africa." 

I have been at some pains to collect the 
various accounts given by travellers and 
residents, which are inserted in this book, 
my object being to set forth the views and 
opinions of all classes, and should it be 
considered that my strictures on the Portu- 
guese and their methods have been too 
severe, a careful perusal of these accounts 
will, I think, amply justify my remarks and 
the conclusions I have come to. 

M. G. J. 
Enfield, July, 1899. 
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CHAPTEE I 

EARLY HISTORY 

The Portuguese — those grand old adven- 
turers — were the early pioneers of explora- 
tion of new and far-distant lands. To their 
hardihood, their enterprise, and their in- 
satiable love for exploration, we are indebted 
for many of the early discoveries that were 
made. Had it not been for them, these 
new countries would doubtless have re- 
mained terrcB incognitcB until a very much 
later period. Those were the days when 
Portugal had a right to be proud of her 
sons, and justly reckoned herself a power in 
the world. To one of these hardy adven- 
turers, viz., Vasco da G-ama, is due the 
honour of first discovering Delagoa Bay. 
On the 4th of July, 1497, the famous Por- 
tuguese navigator sailed from Lisbon in 
command of three vessels, bent on discover- 
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THE KEY TO SOUTH AFRICA: DEL AGO A BAY 

ing a new route to India by rounding the 
Cape of Good Hope. After a long and 
adventurous voyage, he sailed along the 
shores of that country which he appro- 
priately named "Natal,** as he first saw it 
on Christmas Day. Proceeding along the 
south-east coast, he discovered Delagoa 
Bay, where he met with a good reception at 
the hands of the natives, and then explored 
the east coast from Quillimane to Beira and 
Mozambique. For his services he was 
created a count and made Admiral of the 
Persian, Indian, and Arabian Seas. 

In January, 1602, he made another 
voyage, this time being in command of 
twenty vessels. One of these ships, under 
the command of Antonio do Campo, lost the 
rest of the fleet and got disabled near Cabo 
das Correntes, and in this condition simply 
drifted until she fortunately got shelter in a 
large bay, which they called the " Bahia da 
Lagoa,'* or Bay of the Lake. The natives 
were very kind to Do Campo and his crew, 
and treated them well in every respect. 
They gained a lot of knowledge about the 
place, and found that three different rivers, 
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EABLY HI8T0BY 

called respectively the Manifa, the Espirito 
Santo, and the Maputa, flowed into the bay. 
He died in India on the 24th December, 1626. 

The famous poem of Camoens, "The 
Lusiad,*' is founded upon Da Gama*s first 
discovery. The Portuguese have erected a 
monument to his memory at Beira. In 
May, 1898, great celebrations were held, 
both by Portugal and Great Britain, to 
celebrate the four hundredth anniversary of 
Da Gama's famous discoveries. In England 
the Eoyal Geographical Society held a 
special meeting, at which, conspicuous 
amongst a most brilliant assemblage, was 
the Prince of Wales, who, in the course of 
an excellent speech, said that England 
had every reason to be grateful to the Por- 
tuguese, because she had profited more than 
any other nation by their great discovery. 

In 1606 a fleet of six ships, under the 
command of Pedro da Nhaya, sailed from 
Lisbon with the object of taking possession 
of Sofala. One vessel, losing the rest of 
the fleet, got into difficulties and put into 
Delagoa Bay. The captain, Joao de 
Queiros, and a portion of the crew, landed 
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THE KEY TO SOUTH AFBICA: DELAQOA BAY 

for the purpose of getting provisions, when 
they were attacked by the natives and most 
of them killed. Their ship was afterwards 
luckily picked up by one of the other vessels 
of the expedition, but only a few of the 
party were saved. 

The Portuguese steadily continued their 
bold and adventurous voyages of discovery, 
but unfortunately they became gradually 
tinged with an inordinate desire for riches. 
In the year 1544 two Portuguese, named 
respectively Lourenjo Marques and Antonio 
Caldeira, were sent on a voyage of explora- 
tion by the Captain of the Province of 
Mozambique. They embarked in a small 
and fragile vessel of the Arabian type, the 
narrow planks of which were sewed together, 
and was known as a "pangaio.** In this 
frail concern they journeyed to the south, 
and after exploring the lower reaches of the 
Limpopo, and then the Espirito Santo, 
they went some distance up the Umbelosi, 
a tributary of the Espirito Santo. Subse- 
quently they examined the Maputa river, 
where they got on very friendly terms with 
the chief and with the natives. 

4 
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EARLY HISTORY 

After this visit the Umbelosi river was 
called by the Portuguese the ^^Eio de 
Louren9o Marques," in the same way that 
the bay, which was formerly known as the 
Bahia da Lagoa, was called by them the 
"Bahia de Louren9o Marques." When 
the small village on the banks of the river 
was formed it naturally took the name of 
Louren9o Marques, although the bay itself 
remained known to all by its original name 
of Delagoa Bay, which it has ever since 
borne. After this a small trade in ivory, 
&c., was carried on between Louren9o 
Marques and Mozambique. A fair amount 
of tusks was brought down to the coast by 
the natives and taken across to Inyack 
Island, where they were stored until the 
traders picked them up. 

A similar trade was carried on with 
Inhambane (a capital port about 230 miles 
further up the coast, and which provided 
good and safe anchorage), and also with 
Tete and Send, two trading stations on the 
Zambesi. 

In the sixteenth century much was done 
by missionaries both in instructing the 
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THE KEY OF SOUTH AFRICA: DELAGOA BAY 

native tribes along the coast and in obtain- 
ing knowledge of them and of the country. 
One or two shipwrecks that took place also 
allowed the survivors to gain a good deal of 
information about the land and the people. 
A large galleon, named the 8. JodOy was 
wrecked in 1652 near the mouth of the 
Umtamvuna river, and only a small propor- 
tion of the original passengers and crew 
were saved. These survivors, weak and 
almost exhausted as they were, set out for 
Louren9o Marques by walking along the 
shore, in the hope that they might come 
across some of the party who regularly 
traded between that place and Mozambique. 
It took these poor people over three months 
to reach the Umfusi river, which is one of 
the rivers flowing into Delagoa Bay. Their 
party was very much reduced, as they had 
lost many on the way through the terrible 
privations and sufferings that they had to 
endure. After a short stay, during which 
time they were very well treated by the 
natives, they made another start and 
crossed the Maputa river, only to fall into 
the hands of a treacherous native tribe, who 
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EARLY HISTORY 

robbed them of nearly all their belongings, 
including their clothes, and but very few of 
the whole party were ultimately saved. In 
1689 another vessel, named the 8. Thomd^ 
was wrecked oflE the coast of Natal, and a 
certain number of the people on board took 
to the boats and succeeded in reaching 
Elephant Island, which is on the eastern 
side of Delagoa Bay. They landed and 
occupied the deserted huts of the traders, 
but they lost their boat by fire, and large 
numbers died from fever before the party 
were rescued and taken across to the main- 
land by the natives. 

Various other shipwrecks occurred at 
different times off this coast, but otherwise 
Delagoa Bay was let severely alone. At 
this time there was no sufficient induce- 
ment for vessels to call there, as there was 
little or no trade to be done, the surround- 
ing country and the hinterland not having 
been opened up at all. 

For a very long period all this country 
remained in a practically stationary con- 
dition, and little was done either to improve 
the miserable little village of Louren9o 
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THE KEY TO SOUTH AFRICA : DELAGOA BAY 

Marques, or to take advantage of the splen- 
did harbour of Delagoa Bay. This was of 
course mainly to be accounted for by the 
fact that there was not much communi- 
cation with the interior and consequently 
very little trade to be done. After 1752, 
the separation of the East African Govern- 
ment from that of Goa was effected by royal 
decree and a governor was appointed having 
his residence at Mozambique. All the other 
officials, from Louren90 Marques to Cape 
Delgado, were put imder his charge and 
were accountable to him. In 1763 took 
place the first introduction of municipal 
institutions in the various small settlements 
along the coast, although it was really a 
farce. 

In 1856 a '* junta " or council, composed 
of thirteen members, was formed at Mozam- 
bique, having sway over the whole of the 
province. Louren90 Marques was repre- 
sented, and returned one member. 

The Boer farmers and others seeing what 
splendid agricultural and grazing land there 
was to the north of the Vaal river had 
trekked there from Cape Colony and formed 
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EABLY EI8T0BY 

various settlements. This of course at once 
brought Delagoa Bay to the front, as it is 
the nearest port and the natural outlet of 
the Transvaal; still, owing to there being 
no road or proper means of communication 
with the port, affairs at the bay did not 
progress very rapidly. 

Some of the names originally given to the 
various rivers flowing into the bay had 
been altered from time to time. The 
Espirito Santo is now called the English 
river. The Maniga was changed into the 
King George's river, although the old name 
is now used when reference is made to the 
lower portion of the river, the upper course 
being called the Komati. The old Eio da 
Lagoa, or Eio de Lourengo Marques, is now 
known by its Kafir name of the Umbelosi. 

It was not until the construction of the 
Delagoa Bay Eailway was commenced that 
any serious attempt was made to improve 
the harbour and extend the town of 
Louren90 Marques, and even then it has, 
until within the last few years, progressed 
but at a snail's pace. 

Now it has a glorious future before it, 

9 D 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE KEY TO SOUTH AFRICA: DELAQOA BAY 

and with English grit and energy, backed 
up by EngHsh capital, the town and port 
will flourish and extend with a rapidity that 
is exactly in the inverse ratio to its former 
lethargic movements, and will quickly be- 
come one of our most valued possessions in 
South Africa. 
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CHAPTER II 

LOURENCO MARQUES AND DELAGOA BAY 

Delagoa Bay, which may rightly be des- 
cribed as the finest natural harbour in Africa, 
extends from 25^ 20' to 26^ 30' S. latitude, 
and has a length of nearly 70 miles from 
north to south and a width varying from 16 
to 25 miles. It forms the southern extremity 
of the Portuguese territory of Mozambique. 
To the south of the bay is a long strip of 
land termed the Inyack Peninsula ; running 
northward and in continuation are a number 
of shoals called respectively the Outfield, 
the Dommett, the Hope, and the Cockbum, 
and also a reef known as the Lech Eeef. 
Beyond the Cockbum is a large island 
termed Inyack Island and beyond it a 
smaller one called Elephant Island. The 
Outfield has 2J fathoms, the Dommett and 
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THE KEY TO SOUTH AFRICA: DELAGOA BAY 

the Hope three fathoms each, and the 
Cookbum only one fathom at low water 
of spring tides. 

The harbour is truly a magnificent one, 
and offers a safe anchorage for vessels of 
practically any tonnage. Nearly all the 
South African ports suffer from the dis- 
advantage of having a sand bar, and Delagoa 
Bay is no exception, although it is not a 
serious consideration in this case, as there 
are navigable channels of good depth. The 
bar is nearly half a mile in width, and even 
at low water some 14 feet are registered. 

From the bay to the inner harbour there 
is a fine sweep of water, making a magnifi- 
cent approach to Louren90 Marques, which 
is situated on the left bank of the English 
river just below Keuben Point. Lourengo 
Marques is 26^ 53' S. and 32^ 30 E., and is 
about 7,000 miles from Southampton. The 
town is built upon a low-lying spit of sand, 
and is about as ill-chosen a site as could 
have been pitched upon. Proper drainage 
and the reclamation of the swamp at the 
back of the town have done much to im- 
prove matters; still, this site should not 
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LOUBENCO MABQUE8 AND DELAGOA BAY 

have been originally selected. Eeuben 
Point, however, is everything that could be 
desired in the shape of a residential locality, 
and is a harbour of refuge to those suffering 
from malarial fever or who are sick and 
debilitated. 

Inyack Island, which lies at the mouth of 
the bay, is fairly large, and has a sandy 
soil covered with low-growing scrub. On 
the bluff, called Eeuben Point, and occupy- 
ing a splendid position, is the lighthouse, 
while beyond are the signal station and the 
barracks. Another lighthouse has recently 
been erected on the Cockbum Shoal by a 
French company, which will prove of 
material advantage. The entrance to the 
inner harbour is by no means difficult, as 
the navigable channels are fairly wide and 
deep and are plentifully supplied with buoys 
and marks. It is incumbent upon all 
merchant vessels, however, to take a 
Government pilot aboard. 

The water deepens in the fairway as the 
English river is approached — ^but shoals on 
the further side from Lourengo Marques — 
and varies somewhat in depth in different 
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THE KEY TO SOUTH AFRICA : DELAGOA BAY 

parts ; as much as ten fathoms are regis- 
tered just beyond the town. 

The anchorage is good and the holding 
safe, as the harbour is so well sheltered. 
The length of the inner harbour is about 
seven miles and varies greatly in width, the 
widest part being about two miles. The 
Matola, the Umbelosi, and the Tembe 
rivers flow into the harbour, the two latter 
being good sized rivers and navigable for 
some distance. Large sized vessels can 
get a fairish way up, and lighters can pro- 
ceed for many miles further. 

The view of the bay, as seen from 
Lourengo Marques, is really superb. It is 
such a magnificent expanse of water that it 
well repays one to climb the hill and gaze 
upon it under the varying conditions of 
early mom, with the rising sun just tinting 
the distant sea with soft colours ; broad day, 
with the glorious effulgence on the rippling 
waves ; evening, with the setting sun show- 
ing weird effects by the depth and multi- 
plicity of the colours cast upon the waters ; 
and lastly night, when all is still and peace- 
ful, and the sea is bathed in the liquid light 
of the moon. 
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LOUBENQO MARQUES AND DELAQOA BAY 

The shores of the bay are rather low and 
in parts swampy, though near the town 
much has been done to remedy this state 
of things, due to the initiative of Governor 
Castilho, who flourished many years ago. 

The town of Lourengo Marques, as viewed 
from the harbour, is without doubt extremely 
picturesque, owing partly to the undulating 
nature of the land and partly to the com- 
plete absence of any uniformity in the 
buildings. The town is built on loose sandy 
soil, which makes walking somewhat trying 
where the roads have not been made up, 
consequently 'rickshas and other vehicles 
are much in favour with the inhabitants. 
On a hot, dusty day it is rather a trying 
climb up the hill to Eeuben Point, but, as 
before remarked, it is well worth the trouble 
on account of the splendid view to be 
obtained. A recently written account says 
that "it is not until the visitor gets on to 
the hill and has one of the most magnificent 
panoramas in the world at his feet, that he 
sees what Lourengo Marques is really like 
and what its destiny must be. The hill is 
to Louren9o Marques what the beautiful 
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Berea is to Durban in Natal. There is not 
the wealth of forest and of flowers here as 
at the Berea ; but there are residences as 
fine, and building is going on apace. It is 
said that the hill as a residential suburb of 
Lourengo Marques is substantially of only 
three years' growth. It is marvellous. The 
tasteful designs of the newly laid out 
gardens indicate what the hill will be like 
in a few years, and the way in which flowers 
grow in the open would provoke the envy of 
the Veitcbes and other floriculturists of 
England. And the view from the resi- 
dences ! 

** A broad ribbon of blue water, much over 
a mile in width, coming down from the 
mountains, is faintly seen through the haze 
of distance, and joining the waters of the 
Indian Ocean as they surge in and out of 
Delagoa Bay, which stretches before one's 
view, lake-like and of vast expanse." 

It is easy to predict that with British 
energy, British capital, and British go-ahead 
ideas the hill will before long become a 
really beautiful residential locality boasting 
fine houses, well planted avenues of trees, 
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good macadam roads, which are badly 
wanted, and a tramway running along the 
Estrada da Punta Vermelha, leading to 
Eeuben Point. On the top of the hiU the 
air is good and invigorating, and the olfac- 
tory organs are unassailed by noxious 
effluvia. Some years ago Lourengo Marques 
had a most unenviable reputation as a hot- 
bed of malarial fever. This was principally 
due to the swamp down by the river, which 
is happily a thing of the past. The sanita- 
tion formerly was simply horrible — even 
latterly it left much to be desired ; but now 
it is distinctly improved and will, without 
doubt, shortly be perfected in every way. 

There is now an excellent water supply, 
which is, particularly in tropical or semi- 
tropical climes, a matter of the utmost im- 
portance. There are public fountains, shady 
kiosks, fine trees, and luxuriant vegetation, 
so that it is easy to perceive that the town 
— which after all is only in an embryonic 
state — should shortly become a flourishing 
commercial port and a well-built and pic- 
turesque residential town. 

The judicious planting of trees will do 
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much, not only to beautify the place, but to 
improve the sanitary conditions. 

There have recently been established 
botanic gardens, which are really excellent. 
They are well laid out, and after they have 
had an opportunity of becoming set, with 
care and attention they should prove a 
most valuable addition to the town and a 
popular place of public resort. Trees, shrubs, 
and plants alike seem to flourish in a truly 
wonderful manner, so there is no reason 
why these gardens should not eventually 
favourably compare with those at Cape 
Town, Durban, Johannesburg, (fee. Pubhc 
gardens are a boon to any South African 
town, and during the hot months are a real 
want and an undisguised blessing. Louren9o 
Marques is a truly cosmopohtan town, and 
it is quite a liberal education to study the 
various types of the genus homo (repre- 
sentatives of many different nationalities) 
to be found here. English, French, Ger- 
mans, Portuguese, Arabs, Chinese, Japanese, 
Indians, and Kafirs all jostle one another 
down by the docks, in the streets, and 
about the squares. As the population is 
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varied so are the character and nationality 
of the buildings. Here is a well-built resi- 
dence of European architecture, there a 
mosque with oriental minarets, beyond a 
gaudy-painted Arab store, and next to it an 
up-to-date caf6 or restaurant. Some of the 
buildings are of a very good and substantial 
character and built in accordance with the 
requirements of the locahty and the chmate. 
The coloured population is a fairly large 
one, and, besides the natives, consists of a 
good proportion of Indians and Banyans. 

The Indians seem to get everywhere, but 
there is no doubt that they are a hard- 
working and thrifty race, and wherever 
they go they manage to thrive and multiply. 
There is something to be said in their favour, 
for their work, which benefits them so largely, 
has also a resultant effect upon the com- 
munity. They have most certainly more 
enterprise, more perseverance, and more 
business aptitude than any of the native 
African races, and consequently they must 
do some good to their particular localities, 
and by their example and the competition 
they engender stimulate the dormant ener- 
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gies and faculties of the natives. Most of 
the small native trading stores at Louren90 
Marques are in the hands of the Indians, 
Banyans (or Arabs), Chinese, and Japanese, 
who manage to make very good livings and 
prosper exceedingly. 

The town extends just over a mile along 
the bay, and is picturesquely situated. A lot 
of the reclaimed land, which was formerly 
swamp, now forms good wharfage. Much 
has been done recently to improve the 
harbour, docks, landing-stages, (fee, but 
still it has been done slowly and in Portu- 
guese style. Now, however, vast improve- 
ments and colossal alterations and additions 
will, without doubt, quickly be made, and 
the whole place will soon be transmogrified 
and put upon a proper footing, as is the due 
of such an important and magnificent har- 
bour. Then an immense trade will quickly 
be attracted to the port, and the town and 
the harbour and surroundings will increase 
and flourish accordingly. With the advent 
of electric trams, and the other benefits 
conferred by electricity, in addition to the 
electric light installation it now enjoys, 
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Lourengo Marques will awake from her 
lethargy and will take her rightful place 
among the flourishing towns of South Africa. 

For many years past Lourengo Marques 
has been a disgrace to any European 
nation, and its magnificent and unrivalled 
advantages as a port have never properly 
been taken advantage of by the Portuguese. 
The terrible way in which goods were de- 
layed in transport, the state of chaos which 
prevailed, and the horrible abuses in the 
Custom House at Lourengo Marques are 
best described in the following article, 
which appeared in a Portuguese newspaper, 
called the Diario do CommerciOy published 
in Funchal, in Madeira, No. 1,318, of 22nd 
March, 1896, the translation of which 
appeared in the columns of South Africa : — 

''We beg leave to transcribe from the 
Jornal do Gommercio of Lisbon part of a 
correspondence sent to that valuable paper 
by one of our most distinct friends and a 
most honest official, residing in Louren90 
Marques. That which is going to be read 
is a cry of indignation from the strict con- 
science of a perfectly honest man against 

27 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE KEY TO SOUTH AFRICA: DELAQOA BAY 

that pack of fools (and we might say of 
bandits) to whom the government of this 
country is entrusted. With such govern- 
ment there is no valour or bravery that 
can raise a people from the degradations 
and abasements they are subjected to by 
their rulers. Our Western and Eastern 
Africa is plunging in every kind of cor- 
ruption, and can only be saved from it by 
an energetic dose of morality and liberty 
employed abnormally in reforms made by 
the Government to colonial services. But 
who in Portugal expects anything useful 
from the men at the head of public affairs ? 
It is not only in Africa that everything is 
demoraUsed. We have also here the same 
corruption and debasement presiding over 
every affair. The only question is to divide 
the ragged tunic of the country amongst 
half a dozen lackeys. Nothing else. 

** The following is the part of the corres- 
pondence referred to : — 

" ' The same disorganisation still con- 
tinues and will continue until the Govern- 
ment of the Mother Country resolves to 
send out here an Inspecting Committee, as 
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it has done with other Custom Houses on 
the Western Coast. Such an inspection is 
not to be delayed. Here the service is 
much more disorganised than on the Western 
Coast. There you can find out the frauds, 
I assure you, as easily as in Lisbon, Oporto, 
and every other Custom House. 

" VHere you cannot. They are known, 
they are seen, but nobody is enabled to 
inquire into them. The utmost confusion 
reigns, and it is an impossibility to describe 
it. An Inspecting Committee, composed 
of the Crown Attorney, the Chief of the 
Eevenue Office, and the Book-keeper of the 
Banco Ultramarino,are inquiring into abuses 
and crimes, but the Committee does not 
organise the service, nor have they instruc- 
tions to do so. The statistical maps only 
reach 1890 ! It is a service nobody exe- 
cutes, because there is nobody to execute 
it. The demoralised officials, most of them 
without any knowledge of Custom House 
service, fail continuously in their duty or 
are on leave ! Consequently those who 
have a good will and are apt to work, being 
left in a small number, cannot do every- 
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thing. There are no books of entry of mer- 
chandise and no store books ! Indeed, they 
would be of no use, as the Custom House 
Guards are soldiers from the Police Corps, 
who can neither read nor write! The 
principal Custom House stores are — a large 
square without the slightest shelter, the 
pier, and the street. The collector wanted 
to finish with this state of things, and 
asked for store books, but God only knows 
if they ever will be supplied. He also gave 
orders that all goods should be put under 
shelter, and only large and heavy packages 
to be left in the square ; but as such an 
order will not suit anybody, and as the 
collector was absent on account of being 
suspended, an order in writing was given — 
a thing never done before — to the sub- 
collector, who was then acting-collector, to 
allow all merchandise to be stowed away in 
the square. This was under the profligate 
Governor. There are still, at the time of 
Avriting, packages afloat in lighters of land- 
ing companies, taken away from the cargo 
steamers in November, and certificates have 
been given by the Custom House stating 
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that such packages have not been landed at 
this port. Prestige and power were lessened 
to the collector, as it was not convenient 
he should have them so that only disorder 
and confusion might reign, and then that 
merchandise might only be cleared by those 
who could not help it. . . . The Custom 
House archives are in a room heaped on 
the ground ; other documents are spread at 
random over the tables and in drawers and 
comers. The certificates are passed in a 
hoity-toity way, and it is not uncommon to 
hear people declaiming against the false- 
hoods of the certificates and proving them ! 
Cases of petroleum, demijohns, &c., are 
landed, and in the night portions of them 
are taken home, and we say so, because 
there are firms who, having landed 200 or 
300 packages, next day they are short of 70 
or 80, and they condemn themselves. The 
packages were stolen, they say ! If this may 
be called a Custom House, or anything like 
it, *4et the monkeys bite me," as the Kafirs 
in the interior say when they swear.' 

**And that it may not be said I ex- 
aggerate I transcribe from the report 
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attached to decree No. 87 of the High 
Commissioner, Comicillor Antonio Ennes, 
published in the Boletim Official of the 
Province No. 3, of January 31st last, the 
following : — 

'* * In the beach close to the Custom 
House pier merchandise of a difficult sale 
is piled up, and passengers only manage to 
enter the town by crossing labyrinths 
formed by heaps of cases and bales, jump- 
ing over rails, knocking themselves against 
waggons, and being overthrown by carriers ! 
These carriers drop the packages where it 
is most convenient according to the orders 
received, as under Article 117 of the 
Customs Eegulation the discharge and 
stowing away of packages in the Custom 
House must be executed by labourers paid 
by their employers. Everything which is 
said here we know has been officially re- 
ported, but no laws have been made to 
remedy the evil. And because later on the 
present collector may be called to account 
for these facts, he gave several orders to 
regulate and put the service in order, and 
for that reason he was praised by the Cape 
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and Transvaal papers, but he met with a 
decided war by the influential people of the 
place, especially the Portuguese. And later 
on it may be said that the present col- 
lector lacked energy to repress the abuses, 
but before he was on duty for more than a 
month he was suspended for attempting to 
finish them, thus remaining without prestige 
and power to continue on the great deal 
there is to be done.' " 

**The Custom House of Louren9o Mar- 
ques is a sea Custom House of the utmost 
importance, and still it does not possess 
a single boat ! And it is sad to remember 
the reason why its boats were taken away. 
The Custom House used to hire them 
sometimes, and occasionally they were cast 
ashore in order that certain employ6s could 
let theirs for the service I But this fact 
did not cause any suspicions ; the evil was 
stopped in its progress at the beginning and 
the boats were taken away. So that, what- 
ever may happen in the port, the soldiers 
watch on shore by sleeping in the night and 
by walking during the day. It is necessary 
that these things should be made known, so 
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that the responsibihty may be taken by those 
who ought to take it, and not by one who 
has newly arrived and who should not have 
it, and also who is disabled and restrained 
from remedying this state of things." 

This statement, written by a Portuguese, 
clearly shows the shocking state of things 
that has prevailed for so long past at this 
unrivalled port. It has been a wilful throw- 
ing away of magnificent chances to the 
utter detriment of trade and good name. 
Yet notwithstanding this, trade and the 
shipping have increased steadily, principally 
from the fact that the position is a unique 
one and the harbour itself is, facile princepSy 
the finest natural harbour on the whole of 
the coast. 

It was really the visit of the British 
squadron to Delagoa Bay in 1897 that first 
attracted universal attention to this wonder- 
ful harbour. The flagrant abuses, the terrible 
mismanagement, the crass ignorance of the 
officials, and the woful state of chaos that 
then existed were shown up to the Ught of 
day and published abroad. This awful state 
of things could hardly be realised by the 
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average European, and, no doubt, was in 
many instances looked upon as a gross 
exaggeration put forward by designing per- 
sons to serve their own ends. A visit to 
Lourengo Marques, however, would have 
quickly served to disillusionise the most 
sceptical. Most of this was due to two 
prime causes, viz., the poverty-stricken 
state of the Portuguese and their confirmed 
dilatory, procrastinating natures. 

The Cape papers recently contained some 
very severe criticisms on the Portuguese 
administration of Delagoa Bay, written by 
a traveller who had carefully studied the 
subject. He says: ''At the Louren90 
Marques railway station, the terminus of 
one of the finest trunk railways in Africa, 
connecting Johannesburg, Pretoria, and 
Barberton with the natural port of the 
Transvaal, there are no signals or sema- 
phores of any description; a small brass 
trumpet answers instead. On the station 
platforms at the frontier and terminus some 
seats are placed, ostensibly for the con- 
venience of the travelling public, but they 
are monopolised by the railway officials and 
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soldiers, who, to all intents and purposes, 
act the part of sightseers. They all smoke 
cigarettes, lounge, and look fagged and worn 
out. Some twelve locomotives stood about 
in dijfferent conditions of rust, unprotected 
from the weather, evidently out of work. 
The sidings were full of empty trucks, 
waiting for loads which had been ordered 
to Durban, East London, and Port Eliza- 
beth. The main, or Customs pier, where 
passengers and cargo are landed, I found 
was a splendid panorama for an observant 
man. Everything seemed at sixes and 
sevens. Portuguese soldiers, native men 
and women, Greek boatmen and fishermen, 
all seemed mixed up. The soldiers were 
the Customs clerks, marking each package 
with pots of red paint, the natives acting 
as carriers from the lighters to the Customs 
sheds, a waste of labour and time, to say 
nothing of the danger of breakage. The 
same thing is not to be seen in any other 
part of the world, at least under European 
control. An elderly grufi Englishman, with 
an inmiense sjambok in hand, who swore at 
every Kafir in choice Billingsgate, attracted 
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my attention, and we exchanged ''Good 
morning." He was engaged with a gang 
of natives in landing, preventing broaching, 
and "bossing" generally for the landing 
company. Presently a bell rang, and 
everybody left off work and disappeared. 
It was the Portuguese hour for breakfast, 
from ten to eleven o'clock. The gruff man 
sat down beside me and recounted some 
experiences. He told me about some sup- 
posed rotten potatoes in cases being thrown 
overboard from a lighter in midstream, 
which afterwards proved to be a consign- 
ment of Yost typewriters. Like many other 
consignments landed at Delagoa Bay, this 
consignment cannot be accounted for since 
leaving the ship's side. He went on, 
pointing to a man searching amongst a 
huge heap of cases on the wharf : *' That 
man," he said, ''is a German from 
Johannesburg. Some time ago he imported 
400 cases of tallow candles: he's still 
looking for them. I can tell you all 
about them. When landed they were left 
outside in the sun for months. You see 
that heap there covered with coal dust ? 
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That's the tallow which melted and ran out 
of the cases. When the boxes were removed 
the bottoms fell out, and only the wicks 
were left. 1*11 bet he doesn't import any 
more German tallow candles through 
Delagoa Bay.'*' 

Innumerable instances of delay, neglect, 
wilful carelessness and crass ignorance 
could be cited, if enough had not already 
been said to show the woful state of things 
that exists at Delagoa Bay. It need hardly 
be said that the present Portuguese policy 
is a suicidal one. Owing to the want of 
proper piers and landing-stages, cargoes 
have to be transhipped into lighters and are 
then towed alongside the wharves. Instead 
of being immediately unladen and the 
freights duly despatched by rail, they would 
probably remain for a whole day unloaded ; 
and then, when this operation was per- 
formed, the cargo would be dumped down 
anjrwhere and actually allowed to remain 
indefinitely, till it was either lost or spoilt. 

The mind of the ordinal ^ individual 
totally fails to grasp the state of things that 
used to prevail, for it is only quite recently 
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that these conditions have been ameliorated 
in some slight degree. Cases of crockery 
and other fragile goods were hopelessly 
mixed up with barrels of cement, mining 
machinery and mining implements, and 
hosts of other goods, both of a perishable 
or flimsy nature and of a heavy, unyielding 
character. As a rule, of course, the light 
and easily breakable articles found their 
way down at the bottom and supported, 
or otherwise, huge packing-cases and pon- 
derous barrels or crates. Not only did this 
chaotic state exist in the Customs shed and 
its vicinity, but goods were also dumped 
down in the public gardens and stacked 
there anyhow. This heterogeneous mass 
of valuable merchandise would lie for a 
lengthened period exposed to the elements, 
and would consequently get so inextricably 
mixed up that the consignee might account 
himself a lucky man if he ever get his goods 
ftt all, and luckier still if they arrived intact. 
The generality of the Portuguese officials in 
East Africa are bad in the extreme, corrupt, 
lazy, avaricious, and totally without con- 
science. They are the ne'er-do-wells whom 
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the Government are only too glad to get 
rid of by giving them posts in their colonies. 
Their pay is extremely poor, yet they 
manage to keep up a good deal of style, 
and after a few short years retire to live 
in luxury and idleness. This forms food 
for speculation; for it is certain that the 
miserable pittances which represent the 
salaries drawn from the Government are 
not responsible for this state of things. 
After the visit of the British squadron, 
however, ajffairs began to mend a little. 
So many and such well-founded complaints 
were continually being made to the Govern- 
ment, that eventually some notice had to 
be taken of them, and Carlos the First, 
King of Portugal, addressed the Cortes of 
Lisbon, enjoining '* some improvements for 
the better." 

Undoubtedly marked improvements have 
been made in all directions. The jetties 
and wharves have been improved, cranes 
erected, and harbour works put in hand. 
The town of Lourengo Marques has made 
fair progress, although much still remains 
to be done. However, it is a step in the 
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right direction, and not only does the place 
look cleaner and healthier, but there is more 
of a business appearance about the town, 
the wharves, and the harbour itself, which 
is a sure index that reforms have been 
made and that trade is gradually being 
attracted to the port. The Portuguese 
move slowly ; how slowly, only those who 
have an intimate acquaintance with them 
and their methods can tell, and it was a 
subject for great congratulation to the in- 
habitants of Lourengo Marques to know 
that the Government had at last shaken 
ojff its apathy and was moving at all — 
more particularly that it was a step in 
the right direction and not a retrograde 
movement, which it might well have been. 
If it has flourished, as it has to a 
limited degree, under Portuguese rule, 
what, then, must be its future condition 
when in English hands ! Truly the place 
will be speedily altered and improved, and 
will quickly become a thriving, healthy, and 
busy port, working in harmony with all the 
other British ports, to the benefit of the 
Colony and the Mother Country. 
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From statistics published in Futuro — 
a Portuguese paper — of the tonnage which 
entered the port of Delagoa Bay during the 
month of August, 1898, it shows an increase 
of 4,000 over the previous month. This 
looks distinctly well, and shows how, even 
in Portuguese hands, trade is bound to 
keep improving owing to the obvious ad- 
vantages possessed by this port. At the 
present time there are as many as fifteen 
regular steamship lines calling at Lourengo 
Marques, and there is no doubt that with 
proper management and increased facilities 
in transit arrangements the shipping will 
be largely augmented. Of late years the 
Portuguese Government seems to have 
awakened, although tardily, to the fact 
that it has a harbour possessing not only 
the most wonderful natural advantages, 
but also a port that is in direct communica- 
tion with the Transvaal and all the great 
goldfields. Consequently a good deal has 
been done towards establishing a fairly 
efl&cient service of pilots and properly lighting 
the port, so that vessels may get in during 
the night equally as well as in the daytime. 
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One writer, describing the port, remarks : 
'^ Several steamers enter the port now at 
night, and the health officials are always 
ready to meet vessels at the entrance of the 
river, and it is to be doubted whether on the 
south coast from the Cape to Durban a 
better pratique service is to be found. The 
town itself is a pleasant surprise to strangers 
who have never seen it, or even to those 
who have been absent for some time, such 
are the improvements to be seen everywhere ; 
and there is no doubt, whether this port 
continues to be of Portuguese or any other 
nationality, the geographical position and 
manifest advantages cannot be taken from 
us. Thirty-five vessels, of which thirty- 
three were steamers, called here during 
August, 1898, and this alone in the bad 
times is very significant. I feel confident 
that not many months will elapse before a 
radical change will be experienced here ; 
and if we are to give credence to the many 
rumours current about the rich finds of 
minerals along the Tembe and Umbelosi 
rivers, on the Lebombo Mountains and in 
Gazaland, together with the undoubtedly 
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rich pasture and agricultural lands along the 
banks of the Maputo, Tembe, Umbelosi, 
and St. George rivers, I feel convinced that 
under a good government not only will the 
district be made a self-supporting one, but 
will show the world what its capabiUties 
really are." 

Another visitor to Delagoa Bay writes : 
''Along the river's edge was a stone em- 
bankment, from several parts of which piers 
projected. In the centre were two very 
large sheds belonging to the Customs House. 
Away to the right, high up the hill, was a 
square stone building with castellated spires 
at the comers — ^it was the powder magazine. 
In about the centre of the town stood a very 
pretty white church and near it a large 
hospital. Away to the left upon a project- 
ing knoll were half a dozen large yellow 
barracks, and before them stood a saluting 
battery. At this extremity of the town 
were a railway station, machine shop, and 
car and locomotive sheds. Loaded trains 
were passing and added greatly to the 
European aspect of the place. I found it a 
very clean little town, with straight macada- 
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mised roads and concrete sidewalks. The 
dwellings and shops were mostly of one 
storey, two or three hotels were of two 
storeys. Most of the houses have iron roofs 
and sides. Upon one side of a neat square 
was the Governor's residence, an unpreten- 
tious building. You pass abruptly from the 
streets of the town to those running into the 
country, which are laid out with great 
width and bordered with rows of trees. The 
Botanic Garden, though small, is full of a 
great variety of trees belonging both to 
tropical and temperate zones. The town 
has considerable business activity. There 
are two or three hundred Europeans in 
business — Dutch, German, French, and 
English ; the remainder of the population 
of some thousand inhabitants consists of 
Portuguese, Creoles, Banyans (or Arabs), 
and native Africans." 

Since this was written the population has 
largely increased. According to the official 
census of the population at the end of 
December, 1897, there were 2,242 Europeans 
and Americans, 913 Asiatics, and 1,747 
Africans, making a grand tgtal gf 4,902. 
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Since then the population has still further 
grown, the census for January, 1899, show- 
ing a total of 6,130, but in the near future 
there is every reason to believe that it will 
augment so rapidly that the town will soon 
grow out of all recollection of its present 
size and character. Louren90 Marques has 
now an excellent electric light installation, 
and can vie in this respect with any South 
African town. The concession is in the 
hands of a French company called the 
Compagnie G6n6rale d'Electricit6 de 
Lourenfo Marques, who will doubtless do 
extremely well out of this in the future. 

Electric lighting is a great boon to a town, 
and particularly so to a port; and if Louren9o 
Marques only boasted electric tramways and 
telephones, the inhabitants would have great 
cause to congratulate themselves. 

As before remarked, many of the roads 
consist merely of yielding red sand, which 
makes walking, especially in the heat, very 
trying. Some of the principal roads have 
been macadamised by the municipality, and 
these are very good indeed ; but the Portu- 
guese will take their time, and if left to 
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themselves it would be many years before 
all the roads were made up. 

They are totally incapable of producing 
lightning effects ; thus the five or six miles 
of roads already finished have taken as 
many years to complete, 
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(Continued) 

The harbour at Delagoa Bay is really 
wonderful, owing to the natural configura- 
tion of the land. There is room for abso- 
lutely hundreds of vessels in the inner bay, 
and even at low water they can anchor 
fairly close in-shore. 

If the proper works and harbour improve- 
ments were carried out (as they ought to 
have been years ago) vessels of any tonnage 
and draught should be able to come along- 
side the quays and wharves with perfect 
safety, and discharge their cargoes direct. 
The present system of employing lighters is 
not only expensive and troublesome, but 
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also causes serious delay and often loss as 
well. When the harbour works are com- 
pleted and proper arrangements made with 
regard to the railway, the traffic will be 
enormous. Consignors will quickly discover 
the vast difference implied in change of 
ownership, once we obtain possession. 

At the present time the cost of living at 
Lourenjo Marques is undoubtedly high, and 
its inhabitants suffer under many disadvan- 
tages, soon, we hope, to be removed. The 
taxes are heavy, and the cUmate at certain 
seasons of the year trying. However, for 
six or seven months in the year the climate 
is good, and the heat is not too great, more 
especially between the months of May and 
September. After the heat of the day 
deUciously cool breezes spring up each even- 
ing, coming direct from the sea, and instill 
new life and strength in the residents. 
At these periods of the year the nights are 
fairly cool and invigorating, and are very 
healthy and bearable for Europeans ; after 
September, however, the climate is not so 
good, the heat during the daytime being 
very trying, and the moisture in the atmos- 
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phere, besides being unhealthy, induces a 
languor which is alike detrimental to busi- 
ness or sport. As a consequence there is a 
general exodus of those lucky ones whose 
means enable them to seek less trying and 
more invigorating localities. Formerly 
during this period malarial fever was rife 
owing to the swamps at the back of the 
town, but, although still prevalent, it is 
nothing like so virulent or general, owing 
to the filling-in of these swamps and the 
improved sanitation. It is stated that the 
death-rate during summer was at one time 
estimated at one-fifth of the population, but 
the percentage of deaths is now, compara- 
tively speaking, very low, owing to the 
introduction of these sanitary improve- 
ments. 

Undertakers may have flourished exceed- 
ingly in the past, but these worthies will not 
thrive so well in the future ; they have 
had their ''boom," and now the welcome 
'* slump " in corpses has come, and the trade 
will never have a chance of regaining its 
pristine vigour. The Consular report for 
1897 says: ''The health of the town is 
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improving year by year, and will soon com- 
pare favourably with that of Durban." 

During the winter months both the even- 
ings and the early mornings are particularly 
cold, and the contrast to the heat of the 
day, as shown by the thermometer, is very 
marked. 

At times very high winds prevail, princi- 
pally from the south-east. When it blows 
from the south the air is cool and refreshing, 
but a northerly wind is very trying and 
enervating and has the effect of scorching 
up everything. 

Occasionally cyclones are experienced, 
which often cause a great deal of damage, 
as well as great interference with one's 
ordinary avocations. 

Hailstorms and thunderstorms occur at 
intervals, and are usually rather violent, as 
in all tropical countries. Occasionally, 
particularly in the early morning, very thick 
mists arise, which blot out everything for 
the time being, but the rising sun, as a rule, 
quickly dispels them. 

The constant reclamation of land that 
steadily goes on helps to make the town 
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more healthy ; in the neighbourhood of the 
Custom House between 20,000 and 30,000 
square metres have been reclaimed from the 
sea, and this work is steadily progressing. 

The town itself can hardly be called im- 
posing, although it certainly looks very well, 
not to say picturesque, when viewed from 
the sea. 

The principal avenues have wisely been 
constructed on wide lines. When England 
has control one may confidently expect to 
see fine rows of shops, with large plate-glass 
windows, displaying their wares — the bulk 
of which, let us hope, will be of British 
manufacture. There is a capital market in 
the town, where a large and curious assort- 
ment of edibles of all kinds may be seen. 
But particularly interesting are the strange 
products of the sea. Here one may see truly 
strange and weird marine specimens of the 
utmost interest to the visitor. Some of the 
native fish are of extraordinary shape, size, 
and colour, the native names of which are 
hardly less peculiar. Some have gorgeous 
colouring, rivalling the rainbow in the depth 
and multiplicity of their hues, others again 
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have a dull leaden appearance which does 
not favourably impress one as to their being 
very desirable articles of diet. The various 
kinds of vegetables displayed for sale are 
also very interesting, particularly those of 
tropical growth. 

The quay is a fairly broad one, and various 
streets lead from it. One of these, the Eua 
Guato y Castero, leads to the Plaza, and 
by any of these roads running from the 
quay the broad thoroughfare called the 
Avenida Don Carlos may be reached. All 
the streets and avenues are at right angles 
to each other, and are nearly all named after 
some particular individual. 

Proceeding up the Avenida Aguiar the 
hospital is reached, a very fair building, 
and sometimes much in request. By turn- 
ing to the right the long and straight 
Avenida Augusto de Castilho (named after 
a former governor) confronts one, and leads 
to the extreme back portion of the town. 
The wide avenue called the Avenida Central 
runs direct to the cemetery, which is fairly 
spacious and is situated immediately in the 
rear of the town. 
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By climbing the long hill, known as the 
Estrada da Punta Vermelha, the famous 
Eeuben Point is reached. The road, which 
describes a semicircle at the Point, follow- 
ing the curve of the headland, is here called 
the Avenida da Marina. Fine residences 
and lovely gardens with beautiful flowers 
are to be seen at Punta Vermelha, which 
from its commanding and healthy situation 
forms a really grand residential quarter. A 
fine club-house has recently been built on 
the hillside at a cost of £26,000, which will 
doubtless prove a great boon to the resi- 
dents. Eeuben Point gets the full benefit 
of the refreshing and invigorating sea- 
breezes, which are felt here particularly 
after sundown, and, needless to say, they 
have a fine stimulating effect on those 
whose day has been spent in the lower 
quarters of the town. 

The land in the rear of the residential 
quarter, which is of great extent, belongs 
to the East and South African Telegraph 
Company. 

Two of the most imposing buildings in 
Louren90 Marques are the Eoman Catholic 
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and boat-houses, complete the assets of this 
undertaking. Very little work is going on, 
and the large staff have been subject to an 
all-round reduction/' 

To further illustrate the extraordinary 
and occult methods of the Portuguese 
colonial officials and the crass ignorance of 
their employes, I give the following amusing 
account in extenso. ^* Not many months 
since, the following episode in commercial 
life happened at Louren90 Marques, The 
scene was the wharf, where activity, none 
too stimulating at the best of times, was 
really in evidence, some 1,600 natives, men 
and women, being employed with the assis- 
tance of sjamhoksy in discharging various 
lighters of cargoes. The time was about 
nine o'clock in the morning. An order had 
been issued a short time previous by the 
Director of Customs prohibiting dynamite 
from being discharged amongst general 
merchandise at this spot — an order worthy 
of strict obedience. About this particular 
time two French steamship companies 
entered into competition for Transvaal 
trade, vid Delagoa Bay, Some encourage- 
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ment was held out to French mining com- 
panies in Johannesburg and exporters in 
France by the aforesaid French steamship 
companies in the carriage of special goods 
at special rates, such packages being marked 

* Demi metre.' During the morning of 
the day alluded to, a Portuguese soldier on 
duty on the wharf, not having received the 
benefit of a school board education in the 
country which gave him birth, imagined in 
his zealous ignorance that cases marked 

* Demi metre ' meant dynamite. He having 
made this important discovery, hastened to 
the official chamber of the Director of 
Customs. 

^^ It must be understood a Director of 
Customs in a Portuguese dependency is 
appointed by the King of Portugal. There 
is much dignity and prerogative embodied 
in his high position, which raise a mortal to 
a station on a par with the gods in Delagoa 
Bay. When an act in direct disobedience 
to edicts and mandates is reported to the 
Director of Customs in Delagoa Bay, the 
said act being committed by those foreign 
menials at work on the wharf and in lighters, 
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duly discovered and reported by one of the 
King's soldiers, there is certain to be an 
official mental cyclone in the throne-room 
of this important department. A fiat was 
issued instanter by the Director of Customs 
himself, ^ to stop all work on the wharf 
immediately,' By this time the hour had 
arrived for official breakfasting. The 
Director betook himself to his villa away 
up on the hill. Portuguese breakfasts are 
naturally late, and consist of many courses 
and wines. Whether or no the Director of 
Customs sought consolation in a siesta 
afterwards there is no evidence to show, 
but he had not returned to his official 
duties by three o'clock on that same day. 

**More than 1,600 people on the wharf 
remained idle. Landing agents and local 
merchants and those employers of labour 
not understanding this unexpected and 
unchronicled Portuguese hoUday, at length 
went to the then Governor, who listened 
attentively and courteously to the com- 
plaints. The commercial myrmidons, being 
assured of His Excellency's sympathy and 
promises, retired. 
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" At four o'clock the Director of Customs 
was ^ At Home ' in his official chamber in 
the Customs House. All those in charge of 
landing goods were ordered to be brought 
before him. He rated them in round terms 
for their many delinquencies, especially 
enumerating the charge of landing dynamite 
on this particular morning, contrary to his 
proclamation. The fact of no one owning 
up to the accusation did not help to lessen 
the deep-rooted suspicions of the Director. 
The Portuguese soldier was at length 
called in, and he pointed out the unfortu- 
nate culprit. It certainly looked awkward 
for the accused, but he, hailing from 
the Emerald Island, was quite equal to 
the occasion, and prepared to face the 
music. 

"After some brisk skirmishes in Portu- 
guese and the tdal of old Ireland, an inter- 
preter was called in, when the soldier's 
evidence made clear to Patrick * what all the 
pother was about twixt him and the light 
dragoon.' He lodged a protest against being 
tried, incriminated and sentenced right away; 
he further suggested the so-called oases of 
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dynamite should be produced. After some 
more delay the Portuguese soldier appeared 
with a case marked *demi metre.' Pat 
remarked, with a merry twinkle in his eye, 
that the case should be opened, but sug- 
gested with droll humour that more than 
ordinary care should be used, as the contents 
might explode. 

" The case was opened by the Portuguese 
searchers in the courtyard. To make a 
somewhat long story short, the contents of 
the case marked * demi metre ' were found 
to be nothing more dangerous than fire- 
bricks in transit for Johannesburg. 

*' Work was again permitted by the 
Director of Customs to be resumed on 
the wharf. But fifteen hundred natives 
had to be paid fifteen hundred half-crowns, 
all the same, for their enforced idleness 
by those who employed them. 

*^ The subsequent scene in which the 
Director of Customs and the Portuguese 
soldier took the leading r6les will never be 
known. If some attempt at amends had 
been made at the time, this strange piece 
of history, like many such relating to the 
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humours of Delagoa Bay, would have most 
probably ended in oblivion." 

These sort of episodes, and even much 
worse, could be repeated ad nauseam^ but 
sufl&cient has been said to show the Portu- 
guese style and methods of conducting 
affairs. Surely it is high time that a nation 
capable of managing this country and 
properly administrating its affairs should 
obtain possession and control, and it now 
devolves upon the Paramount Power, with 
its pre-emptive rights, to complete arrange- 
ments whereby the cession of the bay and 
the Portuguese East African territory should 
be promptly made^ 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE NATIVES, FAUNA AND FLORA, ETC. 

The natives of Delagoa Bay and the sur- 
rounding country of Gazaland are, as a 
rule, well set-up and powerful men and 
women. Their skins are mostly quite 
black, and they are fairly tall, though the 
coast natives cannot boast either the same 
stature or physique as their brethren of the 
interior^ The women are, as a general 
rule, very much shorter than the men, but 
they are well proportioned and very power- 
ful, this being accounted for to a large 
extent, I presume, from the fact that they 
do nearly all the work. 

There are numerous tribes, mostly small 
ones, under the control of petty chiefs, who 
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owe allegiance to the Portuguese. The 
largest of the tribes are to be found in the 
neighbourhood of the Manissa river, and are 
known respectively as Mupunga's tribe and 
Sishassi's tribe. Large tribes are also to 
be found at Matolla and Catembe, while the 
Poulana, Mahota, and Mashequene natives 
belong to only very small tribes. Looking 
at the number of different tribes, it is not 
to be wondered at that some of them should 
occasionally rebel, and also that tribal fights 
should occur when it is remembered that 
the Portuguese were powerless to control 
them formerly, and even now they are not 
completely under subjection. Some of the 
tribes are so small that they are hardly 
worthy of the name, and have only in- 
significant "kraals," under petty chief s, who 
are of no account whatsoever outside their 
own particular tribe. By constant inter- 
marriage they have now become very mixed, 
and many of them have a strain of Portu- 
guese blood in their veins. 

The Zulu Napoleon, the great chief 
T'Ohaka, played havoc with the Portuguese 
who had established various miserable little 
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stations at different points in Gazaland, and 
not only destroyed their settlements and 
routed their forces, but seriously reduced 
the various native tribes. The Abagaza 
also ravaged the country around and spread 
desolation far and wide. One of T'Chaka's 
generals, a man named Manikoos, was sent 
by that mighty warrior to take possession 
of Delagoa Bay. This, however, he was 
unable to effect, so he turned his attention 
to the northern districts, and was so success- 
ful that he conquered the whole of the 
country lying between the Limpopo and 
the Zambesi. 

The coast natives can hardly be said to 
have greatly benefited by the civilising 
process, as civilisation is taught by the 
Portuguese. The Portuguese have always 
experienced the greatest difl&culty in govern- 
ing the various tribes which are nominally 
under their control. From Delagoa Bay to 
the Zambesi river there are numerous tribes 
who have persistently in the past defied the 
Portuguese authority, and oftentimes suc- 
cessfully. It is only quite recently that 
order has been restored and some sort of 
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control established over the natives. In 
1892 war was declared against the chief 
Makombi, who was ultimately defeated, and 
later serious trouble was caused by the 
paramount chief of Gazaland, Gungunhana, 
which necessitated another war. Portugal 
was again victorious, and succeeded not 
only in defeating his army, but also in 
capturing the oldef. Since this time the 
natives have been fairly quiet, and have 
caused little serious disturbance. 

The natives of Gazaland are extremely 
independent, and have a rooted objection 
to work of any description. This is chiefly 
to be accounted for by the fact that the 
country is so rich, having a most fertile soil, 
that they can live comfortably and supply 
all their wants with very little labour re- 
quired. They formerly paid, in a slipshod 
kind of way, a tribute of mealies, &c., to 
the Government, which was never rigidly 
enforced, but now a hut tax is levied, and 
is regularly collected. 

The untutored natives in many respects 
resemble the monkey tribe very closely. 
They are extremely imitative, but are un- 
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fortunately more apt in acquiring the white 
man's vices than in emulating his virtues. 
Inland, where there are many petty tribes 
under small chiefs, who have not come into 
contact with the Portuguese to the same 
extent, the natives are fine manly fellows, 
with simple tastes, and a fairish code of 
morals. Of course one must not expect too 
high a standard of morals from people who 
are practically savages, but at the same 
time they can put to the blush (if that be 
possible) some of the neighbouring tribes 
who have taken a lesson from their Portu- 
guese masters in civilisation. 

The principal curse of the natives, both 
men and women, is drink. They give way 
to it on any and every possible occasion, 
and a Kafir in drink is a dangerous beast. 
They consume their native beer, chualaj in 
tremendous quantities, and that is of course 
bad enough; but it is quite innocuous as 
compared with the fiery spirits introduced 
by the European. Kum is the drink par 
excellence^ and a horrible decoction it is, 
practically converting them into temporary 
lunatics. The women are nearly, if not 

91 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE KEY TO SOUTH AFRICA: DELAGOA BAY 

quite, as bad as the men. The Kafirs are 
confirmed snuflf-takers, and every Kafir 
boasts his snuflf-box, usually a small gourd, 
as a rule ornamented with brass wire, to 
which they have constant recourse. Through 
a large hole in the lobe of the ear is often 
carried a snuflf-spoon, which is in many 
cases a beautifully carved piece of bone. 
The Kafirs are extremely clever at carving, 
and do their work both neatly and artisti- 
cally. The snuflf is taken from the gourd 
or other box into the spoon and a liberal 
dose of it snuffed up with the keenest relish. 
Curiously enough, it is the ''fair sex" — if 
this term can be applied to the native 
women — ^who do most of the smoking, they 
leaving the snuff-taking principally to their 
lords and masters. The women smoke a 
good deal, and even quite young women 
enjoy sucking at the short pipe. Kafirs to 
a large extent smoke m^bangiy which is 
made from the wild hemp and is a strong 
soporific. The native language is '' Landi," 
and is common to many tribes. 

The dress of the Kafirs in the interior is 
principally noted for its extreme simplicity. 
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The rnoutjey an arrangement of bits of hide 
or tails, tied to a piece of string and hung 
round the waist, is the chief article of dress ; 
the rest of the toilet being made up of brass 
bangles and bead ornaments. In town, 
however, they wear shirts and sometimes 
trousers, or, if not, a capalane^ which is a 
gaudy-coloured handkerchief tied round the 
waist. The women also wear these capa- 
lanesy only they reach somewhat lower, and 
have in addition a coloured cloth which 
goes round the chest. They wear an enor- 
mous quantity of brass and iron wire bangles 
both around the arms and the ankles, the 
weight of these combined ornaments being 
extremely great, although they appear to 
cause their wearers no inconvenience what- 
ever. When the curious native dance is 
being indulged in, which consists for the 
most part of violently stamping on the 
ground with both feet, which produces a 
dull thud, these bangles assist the per- 
formance to a certain extent by the jangle 
they cause, and this is completed by the 
curious chant of the dancers. The singing 
cannot be described as particularly melo- 
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dious, for all their songs have the same 
monotonous sounds repeated ad nauseam. 
True, they have a very good effect when 
there are numbers combining in the dance, 
only one does not want too prolonged an 
entertainment. The Kafirs invariably sing 
at their work, and this seems of great assis- 
tance to them ; when not singing they are 
whistling, which latter accomplishment they 
are about as proficient in as the former. 
However, it makes them happy, and really 
seems to aid them in their work. They 
have two or three different kinds of musical 
instruments, which produce excruciating 
noises much appreciated by the natives. 
The music is doubtless of a highly classical 
order, there being a distinct absence of 
'' tune." 

The natives estimate their wealth by the 
number of wives and cattle they possess. 
The wives themselves are purchased either 
with cattle or with money. Since the 
rinderpest scourge cattle have become so 
scarce that money has to suffice. The 
value of a woman depends very much upon 
her build, her stoutness of limbs, and general 
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capability for work ; the price running from 
J64 or £6 to about J620, which latter sum is 
considered a good figure. Should the woman 
turn out to be unsatisfactory the wonderful 
custom prevails that not only can she be sent 
back to her own people, but that they will 
refund her husband the price paid for her. 

The natives wear blue when in mourning. 
For two or three days after a death has 
taken place the relatives and friends alter- 
nate their crying with eating and drinking 
galore — ^in fact, a regular Irish wake. All the 
belongings of the deceased are buried with 
him, and the hut he occupied is forsaken, 
and remains thus until it crumbles away. 

Tattooing is not much practised by the 
natives, although occasionally some of the 
women tattoo their faces. The women also 
have a curious custom of smearing their 
bodies with red ochre some time before and 
after child-birth. 

Kafirs have an odour which is peculiar to 
them and is not appreciated by the white 
man. When a kraal is in the vicinity there 
is no mistaking the fact, for a conglomera- 
tion of smells making a most disagreeable 
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compound of pungent character immediately 
assails the nostrils. 

The natives are without doubt a latent 
source of wealth to the country, and when 
a good example is set them, and they can 
be induced to assist in the thorough culti- 
vation of the land, as well as in the mines, 
another splendid and permanent industry 
will be fostered, and one that will endure 
and prove an immense source of revenue to 
the country long after the lives of the gold 
mines have been spent. 

Amongst the animals to be found in 
the country surrounding Delagoa Bay and 
stretching inland to the Lebombo Moun- 
tains, pride of place must of course be given 
to the lion, although lions are now much 
more scarce than formerly, as are also 
hyenas, tigers, and leopards. A fair trade 
used to be carried on in their skins, but 
this has almost entirely fallen off. 

A curious incident recently occurred on 
the line near Komati Poort. A large tiger 
was in the act of crossing the hne as a 
train was approaching. The cow-catcher on 
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the engine just caught it and nearly cut it 
in two, and yet when the driver got down 
to haul the body off the line the brute 
snapped at him. 

Antelopes are fairly numerous and con- 
sist of many varieties — blesbok, springbok, 
hartebeests, the blue wildebeest, gemsbok — 
with splendid antlers running as a rule about 
thirty-seven to forty inches in length ; riet- 
buck, with peculiar circular marks on the 
hind-quarters ; bushbuck, with spiral horns ; 
and, in the neighbourhood of the Lebombos, 
large herds of M'Pala (red-buck). The 
country near the Lebombo Mountains 
swarms with herds of antelope and buck 
of every description. Here can be seen 
occasionally a small herd of quagga — 
graceful creatures with yellow skins and 
black stripes. 

Among the smaller kinds of antelope is to 
be found the pretty and graceful little 
klipspringer, which is wonderfully surefooted, 
and jumps from rock to rock like a chamois. 
They are usually to be seen in seemingly 
the most dangerous positions on mountain 
heights. 
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The springbok and wildebeest before 
mentioned are both marvellous jumpers; 
these jumps not necessarily being taken 
to get over some obstacle, but out of 
sheer exuberance of spirits, their antics 
being wonderful to behold. There are also 
the pretty little duiker and steinbok, both 
of which are excellent eating and make 
splendid biltong. 

Buffalo are now very scarce, and unless 
some strict means of preservation are pro- 
vided will inevitably become extinct. Mr. 
Bhodes is doing much to preserve the 
various species of South African animals, 
and has set a very good and praiseworthy 
example by establishing a most extensive 
and magnificent collection in the beautiful 
grounds of his Cape Town residence, Groote 
Schuur. What is really wanted, however, 
is an extremely large area of land, properly 
enclosed, say in Central Africa, where there 
is any amount of suitable land to spare, and 
where the various species that are fast 
becoming rare may have an opportunity 
of breeding and multiplying undisturbed 
by hunters, prospectors, and sportsmen. 
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Further, a close season should be rigidly 
enforced, and game licenses required. 
Something is being done in this direc- 
tion, but it needs properly carrying out 
at an early date to be effectual. 

Birds of various kinds are to be met 
with around Delagoa Bay, from the big 
paauwj or bustard, to the little finches and 
other small birds. 

EnorhaaUj which are excellent eating, 
are pretty plentiful in parts. Partridges^ 
guinea-fowly quaily plover and other game 
birds are found. Small birds exist in large 
quantities, and although not noted for their 
singing propensities usually make up for it 
by the brightness and even gaudiness of 
their plumage. The sun-birds have pretty 
metallic coloured feathers and many of the 
finches have very gay colours. BigodaSy 
which are pretty little birds, sing charm- 
ingly. StarlingSy woodpecTcerSy waxhills — 
extremely handsome birds with blue colours 
— JcingfisherSy owls of different species, 
pigeonSy doveSy weaver-birds (which make 
the curious pendent nests), swallows y wag- 
tailsy goat-sucJcers (which make a horrible 
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screeching sound), whydah-finches (with 
peculiar long, narrow tails), and many other 
varieties of small birds abound. 

Then there are the birds of prey — hawJcs 
and falcons and the aasvogel^ or vulture, 
which is a splendid scavenger. 

Snakes are very numerous in the wooded 
districts. Some of them have very pretty 
markings, but many are poisonous and to be 
avoided if possible. Occasionally the large 
cohra is seen, also the curious puff-adder^ 
while mamhasj both of the brown and green 
varieties, are very plentiful. 

Eats and mice, moles, zorillaSj simbaSj or 
wild cats, hares, and many other small 
animals are to be found everywhere. 
Lizards, iguanas, of very pretty colours, 
and chameleons are common. As for in- 
sects, their name is legion. There are 
spiders of all kinds, some being huge, 
horrible things; flies of many varieties — 
some pretty, but all troublesome — insects 
with curious bodies like bits of stick, 
mosquitoes, scorpions, centipedes, grass- 
hoppers, locusts, the Hottentot godj or 
** praying-mantis,'' red and white ants, 
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both sorts being most destructive, and 
large black ants which smell abominably if 
touched ; beetles of infinite varieties, cock- 
roaches, peculiar ihttle bugs, the ubiquitous 
and tantaUsing flea, horrible little lice, and 
a host of other creatures and insects of all 
kinds abound and flourish exceedingly. 
Butterflies and moths are very numerous, 
and many kinds are both wonderful and 
beautiful, as are the different species of 
dragonflies to be found in this country. 

The shores around Delagoa Bay are 
mostly swampy and therefore suited to 
the growth of the mangrove^ which 
flourishes in all directions. These man- 
groves form a perfect fringe to the shores 
and prevent them from appearing as bare 
and inhospitable as they otherwise would do. 

Inland the soil is rich although sandy in 
parts, and is covered in all directions with 
small patches of bush, principally the 
various kinds of acacia^ the common 
mimosa thorn. One species of acacia 
(Ccesalpinia honducella) grows to a good 
height, and is thickly covered with thorns 
all over, as is the Acacia horrida^ which is 
101 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE KEY TO SOUTH AFBICA: DELAQOA BAY 

commonly found in the neighbourhood of 
watercourses. 

There are numerous kinds of indiarubber- 
trees and many varieties of flowering trees 
and bushes, some of which bear very lovely 
flowers, particularly one specimen {Tecoma 
capeiisis)j a fine bush with a gaudy scarlet 
flower, which is peculiar inasmuch as it 
flowers three times a year. 

Some of the creepers are very curious and 
bear many flowers, more or less pretty and 
fanciful. 

The EuphorbicBj or spurge-plants y have 
much the appearance of cacti, although the 
flower is quite different. They can, how- 
ever, be easily identified by slightly punct- 
uring the skin, when a viscous milky juice 
will flow from the incision. The sap is an 
admirable substitute for indiarubber, and 
makes excellent waterproofing. One species 
of euphorbia, having very thin branches, has 
an interesting appearance and grows freely. 
The accompanying illustration will serve 
to give an idea of its curious thin spiky 
branches. It is often planted over graves 
by the Kafirs. 
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Field flowers grow plentifully, and some 
varieties are extremely pretty, with very 
fanciful shades of colours. The Kafirs 
have some skill as herbalists, and make 
use of many plants and herbs as medi- 
cines. 

Very pretty are the different coloured 
species of HibisctiSy some being upright and 
others of the trailing variety. 

A very curious plant to be found at 
Delagoa Bay is the Bryophyllum^ for if the 
leaves be placed on moist ground they will 
sprout at each of the notches and actually 
grow fresh plants from the leaves. Then 
there are many different kinds of orchids, 
aloes, and pretty creepers. 

Pumpkins are very numerous, as are also 
water-melons and pineapples. Orange-trees 
are found in parts as well as mango and 
guava-trees, although they do not grow very 
abundantly. The lemon-tree is occasionally 
found, but the most common is the banana, 
which grows nearly everywhere. The Kafir 
orange, which may be described as being 
** bitter-sweet," grows in different parts, but 
the best kinds are to be found in the 
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Catembe and Matolla districts, where the 
fruit attains to a large size. 

There are many varieties of the wild fig 
(from which a decoction is brewed) and 
bush fig, the Ananay the Baobaby and 
others, as well as many "species of gourds^ 
some of which are edible and pleasant eat- 
ing, while others are extremely bitter. 
These gourds are of all sizes, and the Kafirs 
utiUse them for a variety of purposes. The 
small ones they ornament with brass and 
copper wire and use as snufiE-boxes, and the 
larger ones serve as water and beer-jugs, &c. 

The Qrenadilla and the Shaddock are to 
be found ; the latter being pulpy and juicy, 
is beautifully cool and refreshing in the hot 
weather. 

The egg-plant bears an excellent fruit, 
called " Berenjelas," which, properly cooked, 
is very succulent. 

The indiarubber plant grows in all direc- 
tions, and when the country is properly 
opened up this useful industry should 
flourish exceedingly and prove very lucra- 
tive. 

Palm-trees are numerous and are ex- 
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tremely useful. In the neighbourhood of 
Poulana, beyond Mashequene, they are 
very plentiful. The natives make deep 
incisions in the trees and hang up gourds to 
catch the palm wine, which is very sweet 
to the taste until fermentation begins. 
The leaves of the palm make excellent 
baskets, and the natives are very expert at 
manufacturing them. 

Tree-ferns are common, as are the various 
kinds of thorn and prickly plants — some of 
which grow in large thickets and are 
absolutely impassable, such as the Doom- 
boom. The wait-a-bit thorn, or, as the 
Dutch call it, Wagt een beetje^ is an aggra- 
vating one, and its name fully explains 
why. 

Amongst the different kinds of vegetables 
to be found may be mentioned beans, 
sweet potatoes, cabbages, mealies, mandioca 
root, &c. ; but all kinds of vegetables are 
very scarce, and very little trouble or 
attention appears to be given to the growth 
of them. The soil is so rich that with a 
little energy and care in the cultivation, 
together with proper irrigation, anything 
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could be made to grow easily and abun- 
dantly. The natives grow very little more 
than what suffices for their own use, and 
the Portuguese are too dilatory to trouble 
themselves about the matter. 

Ground -nuts are very plentiful and 
easy to grow, and when nicely cooked 
are excellent eating. They produce a 
valuable oil and deserve cultivation, as 
the exportation of the oil should prove 
lucrative, as should that of the castor- 
oil plant. 

Besides mealies — which may be described 
as being the staple article of diet of the 
natives — millet and maheUy or Kafir-corn, 
are very largely grown. From these latter, 
chualuy a kind of beer, is made, and is drunk 
to an enormous extent by the natives ; the 
manufacture of it being the exclusive 
province of the women. 

Eice is cultivated in some districts, prin- 
cipally about Makota and Poulana, but it is 
not extensively grown, although it would 
pay exceedingly well to do so. Eice 
requires a fair amount of moisture, con- 
sequently until the land is properly irrigated 
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it cannot be grown on a very large scale, 
sufficient for exportation. 

There are different kinds of grasses, some 
having a rather pretty appearance, although 
the pleasing varieties are, generally speaking, 
not so good for pasture. 
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CHAPTEE V 

THE DELAGOA BAY AND NETHEELANDS BAIL WAYS 

The history of the Delagoa Bay Eailway is 
certainly a curious one. It has had its 
vicissitudes. From very early days the 
Boers saw the policy of trying to establish 
a means of communication with the coast, 
and as Delagoa Bay is the natural port of 
the Transvaal, they have ever schemed to 
obtain an interest there. It is obvious that 
a line of railway to the coast is of the first 
importance to the Transvaal, and for many 
years past the powers at Pretoria have 
sought to construct a railway to some coast 
port. The Boers want, and always have 
wanted, an outlet ; without it they are 
practically crippled. 
Long ago the King of Portugal granted 
110 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



J 



\ 




Digitized by 



Goog le 



THE NEW Yn;-;,'! 

PUBLIC LI 3 ?■•:)'! 



ASTOn, LENOX A'jO 
TILDEN FOUNDAT,OKS. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I 

L 



THE NETHERLANDS RAILWAYS 

concessions for the construction of a railway 
from the Bay to Pretoria, but nothing ever 
came of them. One of these concessions 
was granted to a Mr. Moodie, but after a 
considerable lapse of time the undertaking 
fell through. Again, however, in January, 
1873, Mr. Moodie got another concession 
for the railway, but as he was not able to 
obtain the capital required to carry through 
the work within the specified time, Mr. 
Burgers (who was then the President of the 
Transvaal) determined that the Government 
should take up the work itself. The Govern- 
ment, however, was badly in need of funds, 
so the President came over to Europe to 
raise a loan, but in this he was not very 
successful. He could do no good in 
England, so went to Holland, where he 
obtained nearly ^680,000 on the strength of 
a commercial treaty obtained from Portugal. 
He then arranged with a Belgian firm for a 
supply of rails for the railway, amounting 
to about jE64,000. Only half of these rails 
were consigned to Delagoa Bay, the other 
half being stored in the different Belgian 
and Holland ports ; until in 1879 they 
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were taken over by the British Govern- 
ment. 

In 1876 Portugal granted a further con- 
cession to Moodie, giving him the right to 
construct that portion of the railway 
running from Lourengo Marques to the 
Lebombo. Mr. Moodie was again unsuc- 
cessful, and the Transvaal Eepublic gave 
him ^66,000 to surrender his concession. 
This concession was subsequently trans- 
ferred by the Transvaal Government to a 
company, formed in Pretoria, called the 
'^Lebombo Eailway Company, Limited," 
having a nominal capital of ^6110,000, two- 
thirds of which were subscribed by the 
Government, and part of the remainder 
privately. The company got heavily in 
debt and soon came to grief, and so it was 
decided to mortgage or sell some of the 
stock and plant stored at the Bay. While 
negotiations were pending with the Portu- 
guese Government with a view to the 
possible sale of the plant, Great Britain 
appeared on the scene and took possession 
of the country, and the Lebombo Eailway 
Company was dissolved. 
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The British Govemment ordered a new 
survey of the line in May, 1879, but nothing 
was done. 

Towards the end of 1883 the Portuguese 
Government granted a new concession for 
the construction of a line from Delagoa Bay 
to Komati Poort, but no developments took 
place until March, 1887, when Colonel 
Edward McMurdo, who was a citizen of the 
United States, formed a company in 
London, having a share capital of i6500,000, 
to construct the line under this concession. 
About the middle of the year the works 
were put in hand and pushed forward so 
actively that the railway was completely 
finished by November in the following 
year. 

On the 1st of November the completion 
of the line was announced by the Portu- 
guese Govemment, but on the following 
day an intimation reached London from Sir 
Thomas Tancred, the contractor, that they 
were waiting for the arrival of the carriages, 
and consequently the opening would be 
deferred for a week or two. A despatch 
dated Durban, December 14th, announced 
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that the first section to Komati was opened 
on that day by the Governor-General amid 
great rejoicings. 

The distance by the rail from Lourenfo 
Marques to Komati Poort is about fifty-two 
miles, and traverses a splendid grazing 
country, which is also highly mineralised. 
This portion of the line was comparatively 
easy to lay as it is fairly level, although 
there are some rather steep gradients in 
parts. 

From the commencement the success of 
the line was hampered through the action 
of the Transvaal Government in imposing 
excessive tari£Es. The Transvaal Govern- 
ment was acting on behalf of the Nether- 
lands Concessionaires, who, under the name 
of the Netherlands South African Company, 
had obtained the concessions granted to 
various persons in Holland, in May, 1886. 
This company had to continue and complete 
the line from the terminus at Komati Poort 
to Pretoria. 

As there was a very strong feeling of 
jealousy and dislike towards the English 
Company, the Transvaal Government lost 
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no opportunity of trying to wreck it. The 
Portuguese Government followed suit and 
found a pretext for raising difficulties by 
claiming that the line had not been built in 
accordance with the terms of the concession 
in that it did not reach the proposed 
terminus, which was about fifteen miles 
beyond the then terminus on the banks of 
the Komati river, which pierces the moun- 
tain chain a little to the south of the 
Northern road to Lydenburg. The Portu- 
guese Government then took steps by 
demanding that the line be completed 
within a specified time, or in default that 
the concession should be forfeited, together 
with all the plant, rolling stock, and 
property belonging to the company. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the com- 
pany vigorously resisted the contention of 
the Government, Portugal in June, 1889, 
arbitrarily took possession of the railway 
and the whole of its property. 

The company naturally wished to submit 
a case to arbitration, but this the Portu- 
guese Government would not allow, until it 
was forced to do so by reason of the inter- 
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vention of Great Britain and the United 
States. 

At this time the controlling interest in 
the share capital of the company was 
owned by the widow of the concessionaire, 
Colonel McMurdo, who had then recently 
died. 

The following particulars I take from an 
account relating to the subsequent dealings 
in the matter: ^*0n the seizure of the 
railway by the Portuguese Government, the 
rights of Mrs. McMurdo were vigorously 
asserted by Mr. Blain, the then Secretary 
of State at Washington, who insisted on a 
prompt reparation by Portugal. Lord 
Salisbury, on behalf of the debenture-holders 
and shareholders who were British subjects, 
made a similar demand, and in the autumn 
of 1890 it was arranged between the three 
Governments that the amount of com- 
pensation payable to the claimants should 
be determined by three Swiss jurists, to be 
named by the Swiss President. 

** The claims of the parties were afterwards 
formulated before the Court of Arbitration, 
the British and American claims being 
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based upon the present and prospective 
shares and debentures ; while an excess in 
the value claimed on the American side 
over the shares represented by the British 
Government was explained by the fact that 
the McMurdo shares constituted the '^ con- 
trol" of the company, and as such had a 
special value. In justification of this 
contention documentary evidence was 
supplied that a syndicate of German 
bankers had actually ofiEered Colonel 
McMurdo ^6700,000 for 25,100 shares of 
the nominal value of ^6261,000, which 
ofEer he had refused; and that the late 
Mr. van Blokland, the Transvaal Minister 
at the Hague, had, in conjunction with 
the bankers of the Transvaal Government, 
advised President Kruger to buy the same 
number of shares for £1,100,000. It was 
contended by both claimants that, ir- 
respective of any market price for the 
shares, the intrinsic value of the con- 
cession was such that the shares were 
worth even more than the sum claimed 
for them, and in proof of this the reports 
of several engineers were furnished which 
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attributed to the concession a value of 
^63,000,000 and upwards. In reply to these 
claims the Portuguese Government con- 
tended that it had legal justification in 
seizing the railway, and that a proper 
compensation to the claimants would be 
the mere repayment of the sums which 
had actually been expended in the con- 
struction of the railway. 

^^ The pleadings were finally closed in the 
summer of 1896, and the Arbitration Court 
then announced its intention to appoint a 
technical commission to advise it as to the 
value of the railway construction, and also 
of the concession, according to the varying 
theories of the contending parties. The 
choice fell upon M. Stockalper, M. Dietler, 
and M. Nicole, three Swiss engineers of 
indisputable eminence, the commission 
being finally constituted with the con- 
currence of all parties. 

'' In December, 1896, M. Nicole left for 
South Africa to make a local inspection, 
returning to Europe in April, 1897. The 
report of this conunission was long delayed, 
and it was not until the month of March, 
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1898, that it was filed, when ample 
excuse for the delay was found in the 
comprehensive and exhaustive manner 
in which the experts had fulfilled their 
task. 

^* The result of the inquiry made by the 
experts may shortly be summarised as 
follows, but it must be borne in mind 
that their conclusions were in no way 
binding on the Court, and constituted 
nothing in the nature of a judgment, 
though of course they would naturally 
carry weight as being the opinion of 
assessors especially appointed by the 
Court. 

^*In reply to a question propounded by the 
Portuguese Government, based upon its 
contention that the claimants were only 
entitled to the value of the railway con- 
struction, the experts replied that the value 
of the construction at the time of its 
seizure was ^6256,000. 

^*In reply to a second question by the 

same Government as to what was the 

value of the concession at the date of 

the seizure, in view of the fact that the 
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last section of the line had not been 
built, and that it was exceedingly doubtful 
whether the Transvaal connection would 
ever be built, the experts stated that the 
commercial value of the concession at that 
date was ^61,100,000. 

** In reply to a question put by the claim- 
ing Governments as to what was the value 
of the concession at the time of the local 
inspection made by M. Nicole, the experts 
said that on the 31st December, 1896, its 
value was ^61,800,000. 

^* These results were arrived at by assum- 
ing an annual increase in the trajffic over the 
railway of 10 per cent., with working ex- 
penses at 66 per cent., and allowing to the 
Delagoa line 26 per cent, only of the trajffic, 
as against 43 per cent, which they allowed 
for the Cape line, and 32 per cent, which 
they conceded to the Natal line. 

^*The report gave some interesting par- 
ticulars as to the remarkable advance which 
had taken place as to the value of land at 
Louren90 Marques within the past few 
years. Thus land in the town which was 
worth but a shilling or two in 1889 now 
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sells for £22 per square metre. So a house 
in the town which a few years since was 
sold for ^6600 had recently been sold for 
^610,000. The advance in prices had been 
equally marked in lands outside the town, 
which had become valuable for private 
residences. 

^* Having given the parties a reasonable 
time for the consideration of the report, 
the Court, on the 9th May, 1898, requested 
them within a month to file any observa- 
tions they wished to make on the report, 
and to set out any further questions that 
they wished to put to the experts. 

^* The parties availed themselves freely of 
this invitation. The Portuguese Govern- 
ment then submitted the report to a fourth 
expert in the person of Dr. Escher, an 
eminent Swiss engineer. Under his guid- 
ance they vigorously criticised the report as 
assigning an undue value to the concession. 
The British and American Governments, 
while accepting the report in the main and 
freely acknowledging the ability and fairness 
which characterised it, took exception to it 
on two or three points, in which they 
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thought the experts had not gone far 
enough. They were of opinion that the 
legitimate share of the Delagoa Bay line 
in the Transvaal trajffio should be at least 
one-third, instead of one-quarter, as 
assigned to it. They pointed .out that 
by an oversight the experts had omitted 
to value about 6,000 acres of land in the 
neighbourhood of Louren9o Marques, 
belonging to the company, which, on 
the basis of the value assigned to 
such land by experts, would be worth 
at least J61, 000,000, and would add that 
amount to the value of the concession. 

** In order to hasten the conclusion of the 
arbitration the three Governments agreed 
to forego the oral argument with which it 
was intended to close the proceedings, 
and to substitute for it a succinct resumS 
of the facts and arguments adduced by 
them.'' 

These arbitration proceedings have 
deservedly been termed the ** modem 
Jamdyce v. Jamdyce case." The dispute 
was first referred to arbitration towards 
the end of the year 1890, and since then 
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the case has dragged on its weary length 
year after year, without the end seemingly 
being any nearer in view. True, the work 
to be done has been great, but the time 
occupied is out of all proportion, and the 
members of the original syndicate must 
long since have experienced that sickness 
which hope deferred is popularly reported 
to have upon the heart. 

However, the arbitrators' award cannot 
be delayed for ever, and we must surely 
now be within a measurable distance of 
obtaining it. The experts' report has been 
laid before the Court, and this must of 
necessity form a very strong guide to the 
arbitrators' decision, and it is extremely 
dijfficult to conceive how it is possible for 
any lengthened delay now to occur. 
Consequently we may expect to receive 
the award during this present year of 
grace. 

Some time ago the Portuguese Govern- 
ment paid over a sum of J628,000 on account 
of their obligations to the shareholders of 
the company. 

In the month of June, 1896, the whole 
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of the line from Delagoa Bay to Pretoria 
was formally opened, and as the railway 
from the Cape to the Transvaal had been 
completed in September, 1892, Johannes- 
burg was placed in direct communication 
with Delagoa Bay vid Pretoria. This 
railway has opened up a number of fine 
goldfields, such as the Komati, Lydenburg, 
and De Kaap goldfields. Soon, no doubt, 
a branch line, probably an extension of the 
line from Barberton, will run through that 
extremely rich but little developed country 
of Swaziland. 

The Delagoa Bay Eailway, which is a 
very good bit of engineering, is under 400 
miles long — ^that is, from Louren9o Marques 
to Johannesburg — and the journey occupies 
less than twenty-four hours. The scenery 
on some parts of the line is really very 
charming and picturesque. Delagoa Bay 
is about 348 miles by rail from Pretoria, 
65 miles from Komati, 67 miles from 
Barberton — ^which is in the heart of the 
De Kaap goldfields — and some 200 miles 
from the Lydenburg goldfields. 

Some portion of the country over which 
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the line is laid is of a very difficult and 
dangerous character, and many lives were 
lost in the construction of the line. Leaving 
the railway station at Louren90 Marques, 
the line runs over a flat bit of country, 
rather swampy at the start, for a distance 
of over fifty miles until Komati is reached. 
From the commencement of the journey 
the long range of the blue Lebombo Moun- 
tains looms large on the horizon. 

All this portion of the country is ex- 
tremely fertile, the vegetation being of the 
most luxurious tropical character. If this 
land was placed under cultivation, almost 
anjrthing could be grown, particularly 
mealies, sugar, tobacco, &c. 

The hne follows the direction of the 
Komati river, which is a very fine and 
picturesque one. The line leads across the 
river, not far from the point where the 
Komati joins the Crocodile, and then 
follows the latter river. Between this 
point and Komati Poort is a wide valley 
that has an unenviable notoriety as being 
a hotbed of malarial fever, and is a most 
desolate district. Eessano Garcia is the 
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small frontier town on the border of Gaza- 
land, and after passing this station Eomati 
Poort is quickly reached and Transvaal 
territory gained. The character of the 
country on this side of the Lebombos is 
totally different, being wild and rugged, 
and a higher altitude is reached. The train 
follows a very tortuous route; now it curves 
round some precipitous mountain-side, the 
depth to the valley below being quite awe- 
inspiring, as in the case of the Elands 
Valley, and anon it descends such steep 
dechvities that one trembles to think what 
would happen if the brakes failed. This 
rugged character of the country is main- 
tained until the famous range of mountains 
known as the Drakensberg is reached. The 
line is ever mounting upwards, laboriously 
ascending steep gradients, until it comes at 
a great altitude to the **high veld" of the 
Transvaal. A most perfect panorama is 
presented to the eyes of the astonished and 
delighted traveller. The difference in the 
temperature is very marked, for this plateau 
is over 6,000 feet above the level of the sea. 
To accomplish this tremendous climb the 
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line is laid on the cog-wheel system, a 
specially constructed engine having of 
course to be attached. 

The scenery is charming and the view 
magnificent, while the vegetation grows in 
wild profusion. The heart of a botanist 
would be gladdened as he surveyed the 
magnificent flora and studied the great 
variety and brilliant colourings of the diflEe- 
rent species brought before his enraptured 
gaze. 

The line through the Transvaal to Pretoria 
is known as the ^^ Netherlands " Eailway. 
The carriages are very good and run fairly 
smoothly, especially looking at the diversi- 
fied character of the country, and taking 
into consideration some of the very steep 
gradients on the line. The line itself is 
very well laid and carefully ballasted, and 
is the ordinary South African gauge. 

The traffic over the line is continually 
increasing. During the month of Sep- 
tember, 1898, one hundred and eleven 
trains were made up for the Transvaal, 
carrying 12,589 tons. During the same 
month in the preceding year the rail- 
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way only made up seventy -five trains 
and carried 10,716 tons, there being a 
difference in favour of 1898 of 1,873 
tons. 
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CHAPTEB VI 

THE TRADE, ETC., OP DELAGOA BAY 

The trade of Lourengo Marques has pro- 
gressed very slowly. In early days it was, 
of course, confined to mere trafficking with 
the natives, but gradually, as the settlement 
at Louren9o Marques grew into a town, and 
a small permanent population flourished 
there, a regular trade was established, 
although necessarily on a very small scale. 
Until the advent of the railway to Pretoria 
and Johannesburg, Lourengo Marques re- 
mained in a very sleepy and backward 
state. A certain amount of building had 
been done, and a small trade was carried 
on in a desultory manner with the interior, 
but owing to the difficulties of transport it 
was, of course, very limited, and this fact 
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prevented all but a very few vessels touch- 
ing at the port. The trade with the natives 
chiefly consisted of ivory ; but as the popu- 
lation of Lourengo Marques slowly increased 
their wants had to be supplied, and the in- 
creased imports meant a largw amount of 
shipping, which opened up the port and 
brought the natural advantages of the 
harbour more prominently forward. 

Notwithstanding the excellence of the 
harbour, the shipping would have made but 
little headway, and the town of Louren9o 
Marques have remained a *' sleepy hollow," 
had it not been for the railway. Again, the 
railway itself would not have been built but 
for the opening up of the Transvaal. When 
the famous goldfields of the Eand were dis- 
covered all men's eyes were turned to that 
wonderful locality, and the immense impor- 
tance of railway communication between 
the mushroom town of Johannesburg and 
Delagoa Bay was immediately felt. 

The town of Johannesburg has a truly 

remarkable record ; but a few years ago its 

present site was nothing but bare veld of 

an uninteresting character, the monotony 
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of which was only varied by a few cor- 
rugated iron shanties. The town pro- 
gressed by leaps and bounds, and to-day it 
boasts magnificent public buildings, broad 
thoroughfares, and all the luxuries and 
conveniences that a high state of civihsa- 
tion and a wealthy community alone can 
bestow. 

Of course a line had to be constructed to 
Delagoa Bay, which by its geographical 
position is the natural port of the Transvaal. 
With the opening of the first section of the 
hne from Delagoa Bay to Komati Poort a 
certain impetus was given to the trade of 
Lourengo Marques, and when the line was 
fully completed to Pretoria and Johan- 
nesburg the town of Louren90 Marques 
gradually extended, and the trade and 
shipping increased. 

Had Delagoa Bay been a British posses- 
sion its prosperity would have been imme- 
diately assured. Louren$o Marques would 
have been metamorphosed into a large, 
healthy, and flourishing town ; the haxbour 
would have been improved by the erection 
of piers, landing-stages, &c., while the 
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surrounding country would have been 
opened up. Instead of this, however, the 
progress made has been of a very slow order 
under the hands of the procrastinating 
Portuguese. They seem to adopt precisely 
the same motto as the Turks, who murmur 
in a self-satisfied manner, "By and by, 
plenty time." Still, even the Portuguese 
were obliged to take cognisance of the fact 
that they had a glorious possession, and 
one which would repay a hundredfold any 
outlay in improvements. Consequently 
certain works were inaugurated, much was 
proposed, but comparatively little was 
done. 

The corrupt nature of the Portuguese 
colonial officials has passed into a byword, 
and Louren9o Marques has suffered im- 
measurably from this defect. Excellent 
works have been prevented or seriously 
hampered and delayed, trade has been 
greatly interfered with, and necessary re- 
forms either shelved or only carried out in 
an unsatisfactory and incomplete manner. 
Notwithstanding these most potent draw- 
backs to prosperity and increased financial 
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success, Delagoa Bay flourished entirely 
owing to its natural advantages. 

As the trade slowly improved, and the 
harbour opened up, so a better class of 
people were gradually attracted to the 
place, and shops and stores were built, as 
well as fine houses in the wisely chosen 
residential quarter of the town on the fine 
commanding site known as Eeuben Point. 
All this meant increased shipping and larger 
imports; still the advance was not, and 
never has been, commensurate with the ex- 
treme ripeness and requirements of the port. 

For vessels coming through the Suez 
Canal and the Eed Sea, Delagoa Bay is the 
natural port of call. Here a vessel can coal 
and water without any nervous apprehen- 
sion as to whether she can cross the bar, 
and she can anchor in the inner harbour 
close up to the town. The navigable 
channels are wide and deep, so that there 
always has been every inducement to en- 
courage shipping by necessary reforms and 
increased accommodation. Much has been 
done in the past, but very much remains to 
be done, and in the immediate future innu- 
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merable wise reforms will have to be carried 
out. 

The trade of Louren90 Marques — as a 
reference to the consular reports for some 
years past will show — has steadily increased, 
but is nothing like in proportion to what it 
should be had a liberal government made 
the necessary improvements and so given 
an impetus to trade. Most of the large 
houses in the town are forwarding houses, 
and these do very well. Unfortunately, at 
the present time the bulk of the trade is 
in the hands of the Orientals. Chinese, 
Hindoos, and Arabs flourish exceedingly, 
and this at the expense of the Europeans. 
We may confidently expect our fellow- 
countrymen to hold the principal trade of 
Lourengo Marques, if the port is leased or 
ceded to Great Britain ; and once we are in 
possession the trade will increase enormously 
and be well worth the holding. 

One great source of income is the naviga- 
tion coal trade. This trade is, however, 
seriously hampered, owing to the excessive 
railway rates imposed on coal drawn from 
the Middleburg districts. 
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A Johannesburg authority says: ''It is 
impossible for Transvaal coal, under present 
excessive railway rates, to compete for the 
Indian and Australian coaling trade. Under 
keen freight competition sea-borne coal is 
sold at Mauritius cheaper than Transvaal 
coal can be dehvered on board at Delagoa. 
With a reasonable railway tariflE Louren90 
Marques might within a few years be made 
the principal coaling station of the Indian 
Ocean, and a great channel of trade opened 
to the Transvaal." There is no doubt that 
in the future Delagoa Bay will become a 
great coaling station, and this fact alone 
would be sufficient to ensure the prosperity 
of the port. 

Apart from the coalfields of the Trans- 
vaal, however, there are immense coalfields 
in the fine tract of country lying between 
Delagoa Bay and the Lebombo Mountains. 
In this splendid district, which only requires 
properly opening up, there are extensive 
coal seams, and experts have pronounced 
the coal to be of a good quality. Owing to 
their proximity to Delagoa Bay, and the 
railway communicating therewith, the mines 
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could be worked economically, and the coal 
delivered on board at Delagoa Bay at a 
very reasonable rate. This would give a 
very great impetus to the trade of the port, 
and would undoubtedly prove a great finan- 
cial success to the mines themselves. If 
necessary, a separate line or branch lines to 
the fields could be constructed, and this 
might be made a very paying undertaking, 
as this portion of the country must be 
opened up ere long. The land is stated 
to be rich in minerals, and some very en- 
couraging reports anent this have been 
received of late. 

Accounts are continually coming to hand 
of fresh discoveries of coal near Delagoa 
Bay and all over the surrounding country ; 
so that the fields must be of enormous 
extent. Should we obtain possession, we 
shall find Delagoa Bay emulating Durban, 
and making a large contribution of coal for 
the supply of the British fleet. 

Eecently rich coal discoveries have been 

made at Inyack Island, which is situated at 

the entrance to the Bay. It is stated that 

the discovery will be invaluable for shipping, 
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and is expected to revolutionise the trade of 
the East Coast of Africa. Baron d'Inhaca, 
who is the titular lord of the island and 
the owner of nearly all the rights therein, 
recently started extensive boring opera- 
tions, and succeeded beyond expectations 
in getting an early strike of excellent coal 
seams. 

We are told that the geological formation 
has been found to be similar to the High- 
veld coal-beds of the Transvaal. Inyack 
Island is a favoured spot, and possesses 
many natural advantages. It has a high 
plateau, with plentiful supplies of pure 
spring water, and is free from fever through- 
out the year. It has a population of over 
400 people, and boasts a little fort manned 
by a Portuguese garrison. Jutting out as 
it does into the Indian Ocean, the island 
has for years been watched with keen 
curiosity and interest by more than one 
great European power. With the pro- 
bability of the discovery of extensive coal 
deposits, the island becomes of considerable 
international importance from a strategic 
point of view. 
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In addition to the advantages both to the 
port and the shipping to be derived from 
the supply of coal, a good water supply is 
absolutely necessary. A first-rate supply of 
good water can now be obtained from the 
Delagoa Bay Waterworks Company's mains. 
Piping is laid not only throughout the town 
in all the principal streets, but is carried 
right to Eeuben Point, so that the inhabi- 
tants of that favoured locaUty can participate 
in the inestimable benefits conferred by a 
supply of fresh water laid directly on to 
their houses. This is a very different state 
of things from that which prevailed a few 
years ago, when it was necessary to send 
one's Kafir boy a long distance for water. 
The supply, under the circumstances, was 
of course very meagre, and the boy naturally 
made it an excuse to stop dawdling about 
any length of time — for your Kafir dearly 
loves dawdling, it being one of the few 
things that he really does to perfection. 

Water supply to vessels must help to 

attract shipping to the port, and now that 

they can obtain any quantity of good water 

they would, naturally, put into this port for 
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fresh supplies, which is undoubtedly a very 
great boon. At present water is taken out 
to the vessels in lighters, but it will be 
supplied direct from the mains when the 
piers and wharves are completed so as to 
allow ships to come alongside. 

Delagoa Bay has felt very severely the 
recent depression in Johannesburg and the 
Transvaal, but when the commercial crisis 
is over, and things boom once again, as 
they must do ere long, the port will feel the 
resultant effect, and participate largely in 
the prosperity. 

The greatest desideratum is proper wharf- 
age. It is true that the Portuguese 
Government has already commenced enor- 
mous works, no less than the building of a 
wharf from the Q-ovemment Pier right to 
Eeuben Point, over two miles in length. 
The work, however, has been carried on in 
a desultory manner, and Heaven only knows 
when it would be finished if left in the 
hands of the Portuguese. This is one of 
the first and most important of the works 
that it is incumbent upon us to carry 
through if we obtain control of the Bay. 
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In a scathing but just criticism on these 
works, it is stated that *' the wharf, when 
finished, will give the much-needed facilities 
to shipping and the handling of goods. Of 
course the building of this wharf has been 
begun at the wrong end — so characteristic 
of Portuguese methods. It should have 
been started from the Customs Pier, and 
the ground reclaimed to the left of the pier 
filled in, and used as a dumping wharf for 
goods. Beyond the Netherlands Pier — the 
inland side of Louren90 Marques — stores 
have been run up and the whole appearance 
of that place altered ; further on is the fine 
Lingham Company Flour Mills, with a 
capacious granary attached, and some miles 
up the river the Lingham Timber Company's 
yards." 

It has been urged that Delagoa Bay is 
too shallow to admit the largest class of 
steamer. This, however, only refers to 
certain channels, which are fairly deep as 
it is, and could very easily be deepened by 
dredging, so that vessels drawing any depth 
of water could come right alongside the 
new wharf when it is built. It is expected 
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that this will be taken in hand if the port 
is transferred to British control. 

The new wharf will prove a wonderful 
boon to the port; in fact one may safely 
say that it will be the making of it. 

With regard to the land in the rear of 
the town, reaching back to the foot of the 
Lebombo Kange, many encouraging reports 
have been circulated. It is stated that the 
soil is particularly fertile, and that almost 
anything would be induced to grow ; especi- 
ally is the land suited for the production 
of mealies, tobacco, vegetables, cereals, and 
most probably grapes, which latter would 
promote a splendid industry in the produc- 
tion of native wines. From time to time 
we receive accounts from different travellers 
respecting the mineral wealth and agricul- 
tural advantages of that little known and 
less appreciated country of Gazaland. Yet 
this country is particularly rich in minerals, 
and is extremely fertile, and only requires 
to be properly exploited and opened up. 
Once this has been done it must have a 
potent effect upon the subsequent prosperity 
of Delagoa Bay, as the bulk of the produce 
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and consignments, especially of the southern 
portion of the country, would of course find 
their way to that fine harbour. 

An account recently appeared in the 
Bulawayo Chronicle detailing the experi- 
ences of Mr. H. J. Watson during a trip 
he took to Gazaland for the purpose of 
studying the character of the country and 
its agricultural and farming prospects. It 
states that ** Mr. Watson expresses himself 
as delighted with the country, which he 
considers the finest, from an agricultural 
point of view, that he has seen in the whole 
of South Africa, and in this he agrees with 
the opinion of many others who know the 
country. There are already a large number 
of farmers settled there, both English and 
Dutch, many of whom possess large herds 
and flocks of cattle and sheep, which thrive 
greatly; one farmer alone had 100 calves 
this season. The soil is exceedingly rich 
and well adapted for the raising of produce 
of all kinds, water being plentiful. Some 
of the farmers have planted out orchards, 
which in a few years should be bearing 
abundantly. The three principal drawbacks 
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at present are the locusts, the want of 
maxkets, and the labour difl&oulty. As 
regards markets, Umtali and, in a less 
degree, Melsetter, are the only two places 
where supplies can be disposed of ; but that 
is merely a question of time, as towns are 
bound to spring up as the country is opened 
up and railways are laid. In the Sabi 
district the party came across a number of 
ancient copper workings, which by analogy 
to the ancient workings in Matabeleland 
would point to the fact that the valuable 
metal could be worked there. 

**In the Sabi Valley, near Mafouen's 
Kraal, some hot springs exist, which appear 
to possess considerable medicinal properties. 
The natives both drink from, and bathe in, 
these springs, which they consider a preven- 
tive of fever, and Mr. Watson is of opinion 
that this idea is a correct one. Although 
the valley is only about a thousand feet 
above sea-level, the natives are particularly 
healthy. The party also crossed the Portu- 
guese border; they found that the Portu- 
guese authorities were giving out farms on 
practically the same terms as the Chartered 
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Company. A number of English and Dutch 
farmers have acquired farms there. The 
labour difl&culty which reigns in Gazaland 
appears to be the great drawback, the 
natives being very independent and averse 
to labour, owing, no doubt, to the ease with 
which they can live comfortably in that 
fruitful country without much exertion. A 
solution no doubt will be found.'' 

With regard to the locust difl&culty men- 
tioned, this can, to a very large extent, be 
neutralised by a recent highly eflfectual 
discovery, viz., by inoculation with a 
particular kind of fungus. Scientific re- 
search has been equally as active in this 
direction as it has been with regard to 
rinderpest, and there is every reason to 
hope that with the aid of science we shall 
soon be able to eflfectually cope with these 
and kindred evils, and rise superior to them. 

There is a splendid industry for Delagoa 
Bay, and one that must come in the course 
of time, viz., sugar-growing. It is an- 
nounced that a sugar refinery is to be 
estabUshed at Delagoa Bay for the supply 
of the market there, and in the Transvaal. 
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The planting of sugar-cane has also been 
commenced on a property at Infulene. 
There is no doubt that the sugar-cane 
would thrive immensely well anywhere in 
this district, provided that proper attention 
was paid to its cultivation. Here alone is 
an immense source of income of a perma- 
nent character, and the means of employ- 
ment of a vast number of people. There is 
no reason whatsoever why Delagoa Bay and 
its hinterland should not grow sugar-canes 
to a very large extent, and successfully 
compete with the Natal estates. Both the 
climate and the soil are eminently suited 
for the cultivation of the sugar-cane, and 
looking at the fact that Delagoa Bay is so 
splendidly situated in respect of finding a 
market for its products to the Transvaal, 
vid the railway on the one hand, and a 
general export trade from the port on the 
other, there is no cogent reason why this 
industry should not be a most flourishing 
and permanent one. 

Again, this particular region is well 
adapted for the supply of grain, the soil 
being so rich and good and the climate 
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suitable. The whole country around is well 
supplied with rivers, so that with a certain 
amount of well-directed labour and expense, 
the most perfect system of irrigation could 
be estabUshed. 

The home demand alone for grain is very 
great, and this fact — when England rules — 
should induce farmers to settle here, and 
make them flourish exceedingly. But 
further than this, Lourengo Marques could, 
owing to the cheapness and f aciUties of trans- 
port, successfully compete with other marts. 

With all these vast potentialities for 
successful trade and financial prosperity, 
Delagoa Bay must of a certainty one day 
become one of the greatest emporiums and 
most flourishing ports in the whole conti- 
nent of Africa. Then there will be work 
for every one ; good, honest, paying work, 
with substantial fortunes in view. 

At the present time, under the Portuguese 
rigime^ it may well be imagined that there 
is much want and penury and that work 
even for the deserving and willing is some- 
what difl&cult to obtain, and for the poor and 
destitute well-nigh impossible. It was stated 
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recently ** that the Portuguese authorities 
at Lourenfo Marques have adopted very 
stringent measures with regard to destitute 
aliens. All men out of work, and with no 
visible means of support, are henceforth to 
be arrested, and kept to work for six 
months, and are then to be deported at the 
colony's expense. Her Majesty's consul 
at Delagoa sends the following warning: 
* This measure will effect most particularly 
distressed British subjects, of whom there 
are a considerable number at present in this 
town. In fact, it is no exaggeration to say 
that an average of twenty-five per week 
apply to this consulate for relief. A warn- 
ing on this subject should be issued in the 
neighbouring British Colonies.' " 

Once England obtains a footing in the 
Bay this deplorable state of affairs will dis- 
appear as if by magic, and a wonderful era 
of prosperity will be inaugurated. Trade 
will advance to an extent hitherto un- 
dreamed of; the shipping of the port will 
increase tremendously, agricultural pursuits 
will flourish, and the town and port will 
grow and prosper. Already better class 
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buildings axe being erected, and the main 
thoroughfares improved, and the occupation 
of the Bay by Great Britain would give the 
necessary impetus to carry on and complete 
these improvements. With regard to the 
wonderful advance in the value of land at 
Louren9o Marques and in the immediate 
neighbourhood, the statement made in 1898 
by M. Nicole — one of the Swiss experts 
appointed to assess the value of the Delagoa 
Bay Kailway — forms very interesting and 
instructive reading. He says " that for 
land in the town as much as £22 has been 
paid per square metre for building purposes, 
that land near the station which in 1889 
was only worth from one shilling to two 
shiUings per metre was worth in 1898 from 
ten shiUings to two pounds, and that an 
English company had recently bought land 
in the town at from £10 to ^616 per metre. 
Still greater had been the advance in value 
in the outside and residential lands. Thus, 
one parcel of land consisting of only eight 
acres, which a few years ago changed hands 
at ^0, was- sold in 1896 to some financiers, 
hailing from Johannesburg, for ^630,000. 
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This is all the more wonderful when it is 
considered that the land was nothing but 
bare sand, without any improvements what- 



ever." 



The value of land, it will be seen, has 
increased by leaps and bounds, and would 
undoubtedly have shown even greater ad- 
vances if the Portuguese had effected the 
necessary improvements to the harbour and 
town. Of recent years they have done some- 
thing, it is true, but any one who knows the 
dilatory nature of the Portuguese colonial 
officials and their woful lack of energy will 
not be surprised that comparatively little 
remedial work has been effected. 

In 1897 it was reported from Louren90 
Marques that authority had been received 
from the Portuguese Government for the 
expenditure of J61, 000,000 upon improve- 
ments to the Delagoa Bay harbour. The 
scheme, which was sanctioned by the Lisbon 
Parliament, was a very extensive one, and 
comprised the building of quays, landing- 
places, and other harbour works, as well 
as the improvement of the town, drainage 
works, &c. 
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Once Great Britain obtained control over 
this magnificent natural harbour, she would 
directly put in hand and expeditiously carry 
out those very necessary works which were 
only in contemplation by the Portuguese. 

A good trade will, no doubt, be done in 
the importation of frozen meat, which is 
now allowed to enter the province. In fact 
a concession relating to this has been 
granted by the municipality. 

The Natalians have been very successful 
in the production of excellent tea, which is 
not so astringent as the Indian and China 
teas, it having a less percentage of tannin 
in it, but has a delicate flavour. Tea- 
growing might be commenced tentatively 
in the rich country behind Delagoa Bay, 
and if found to answer, as there is every 
chance of its doing, it would add another 
important industry to the long list that will 
be formed and prove flourishing in the 
future. In the same way experiments 
should be made in the cultivation of coffee, 
tobacco, &c., for if soil, facilities for irriga- 
tion, and cHmate go for anything, this 
country should become the most productive 
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in South Africa, especially when we con- 
sider the situation and the splendid 
facilities for transport. 

There have recently been some very im- 
portant discoveries of petroleum about sixty 
miles from Lourengo Marques, and pro- 
specting parties have been sent out. If the 
mineral exists in any quantity these dis- 
coveries should prove most valuable. 

There are a number of mealie mills and 
also saw mills in Louren90 Marques, and a 
good flour mill at MatoUa. These are all 
flourishing and do very good business, as 
does the distillery erected at the border 
town of Eessano Garcia. 

To conclude, there has been a new and 
most important innovation in the export of 
bar gold from Johannesburg, vid Louren9o 
Marques. Mr. Consul A. C. Eoss says, in 
the consular report for 1898, that it is an 
entirely new departure in local trade, 
and that this first shipment consisted 
of je260,000 worth of gold. It was made 
by the French South African Bank to 
Paris; the inclusive freight charged from 
Louren90 Marques to Paris was f per 
155 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE KEY TO SOUTH AFBICA : DELAGOA BAY 

cent., and the journey occupied thirty 
days. 

If it were not for the fact that we hope to 
acquire possession of Delagoa Bay and the 
railway before long, this new departure 
might prove very serious to us in the 
future. 

With regard to dynamite, a correspon- 
dent of the Cape Times recently wrote as 
follows: ** Whilst the attention of the 
world is directed to Transvaal affairs in 
general, and the dynamite monopoly in 
particular, it is not known that another 
dynamite concession is in existence within 
an easy distance of Pretoria. 

**Mousinho Albuquerque, in his capacity 
as Eoyal Commissioner of Portuguese East 
Africa, just two years back granted four 
Portuguese residents of Delagoa Bay a con- 
cession to manufacture dynamite and all 
other kinds of explosives within the district 
of Delagoa Bay. This concession has been 
signed by the King of Portugal. 

*^ Fortunately for the Transvaal mining 
industry this infant prodigy forced into 
existence has failed in obtaining a foster- 
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father such as its brother in Pretoria. 
Meanwhile the Delagoa Bay Dynamite 
Concession has life, but not having any 
influential sponsors it has received very 
little attention since its birth. The con- 
cession does not rank in Lourengo Marques 
as a comer-stone of independence, nor is it 
a subject which has claimed the notice of 
the press, capitalists, or governments. 

*' The concession embraces the sole right 
of manufacturing all explosives for a period 
of nineteen and a half years. A lease of 
two hundred hectares, equal to five hundred 
acres, on any site selected by the conces- 
sionaires in any part of the district of 
Delagoa Bay, and the right to construct a 
branch line to connect the factory with the 
trunk line to Johannesburg. On the expira- 
tion of the lease for nineteen and a half 
years the Portuguese Government agree to 
take over all the works at a valuation, or 
re-let the same on lease for a further term 
of not less than nineteen and a half years. 
By a Portuguese-Transvaal treaty, duly 
recognised, the produce of Mozambique 
enters the Transvaal free of duty, and is 
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carried over the Delagoa Bay-Pretoria 
Eailway at about one-third rates. 

** Comparisons, we are taught, are odious, 
but those appertaining to the Transvaal and 
Delagoa Bay history assist our attempts at 
gaining knowledge. The Pretoria dyna- 
mite concession, well advanced in years, 
is worth a fabulous sum, but under the 
exploitation of its strange godfathers it 
may endanger the independence of the 
greatest gold-producing country in the 
world. On the other hand, the Delagoa 
Bay dynamite concession remains an 
empty, valueless offspring of Portuguese 
blundering, yet it is a priceless instrument, 
which, if it were in the hands of some, 
could be utilised to checkmate Kruger and 
his Hollander parasites more than all the 
mistakes and hesitating diplomacy of later 
years." 
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The Portuguese having discovered Delagoa 
Bay and formed the small station, which 
they named after the explorer, Lourengo 
Marques, remained content for a very long 
period with the bare honour of the discovery 
and made very little attempt at estabUshing 
either ** an effective occupation " or a trade 
with the natives. 

Up to the beginning of the seventeenth 
century they did a Httle trading in the 
purchase of ivory, sending a small vessel 
round the coast to the Bay at very long 
intervals, but eventually they ceased even 
to do that, although both the English and 
the Dutch did some trading there. 

A Dutch expedition landed and formed a 
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small settlement in 1721, on the site of the 
present town of Lourengo Marques, they 
having taken possession of the place, which 
they found uninhabited. They only retained 
possession for a few years, however, as it 
proved too unhealthy for them, owing to the 
prevalence of malarial fever. All around 
the settlement were large swamps, where 
the fever microbes flourished, and it is no 
wonder that they quickly decimated the 
ranks of the unlucky expedition. 

An Austrian expedition, which, however, 
was under the command of an Englishman, 
established a trading station and erected a 
fort in 1776, but were, a few years after- 
wards, expelled by the Portuguese, and their 
building was destroyed. 

In 1787 the Portuguese built a fort and 
trading station, which were afterwards 
destroyed by the French. 

In 1822 Captain Owen conducted an 
expedition to Delagoa Bay for the purpose 
of making a complete survey of the place. 
He obtained the sanction of the Portuguese 
Government, as the expedition was formed 
entirely in the interests of geography and 
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science, and the Government, moreover, 
gave directions requiring the coast officials 
to assist and protect the members of the 
expedition. Having arrived at Delagoa 
Bay, Captain Owen was informed by the 
Portuguese that they had no control over 
the native chiefs, and that they were in no 
way subject to Portuguese rule^ and conse- 
quently they could afiord him no protection. 
The party then commenced their explora- 
tions, following the course of the Tembe 
river. They fell in with a number of the 
natives, together with their chief, a man 
named Mazeta. This chief ardently de- 
sired to come under English rule, and there- 
fore approached Captain Owen on the 
subject, who agreed to the cession on 
behalf of Great Britain. A document was 
then prepared, dated the 8th of March, 
1823, signed by the chief and duly wit- 
nessed, by which he ceded the whole of the 
country under his control to Great Britain. 
Later on another chief, named Makasuni, 
whose country extended from the sea to the 
Maputa river, and who also wished to come 
under English rule, signed a document, 
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dated the 23rd of August, 1823, placing 
his tribe and the whole of his territory 
under the protection of Great Britain. No 
sooner, however, had the English expedition 
departed than the Portuguese approached 
these chiefs and forced them to sign docu- 
ments declaring that they were, and always 
had been, subject solely to Portuguese rule. 

For many years the whole of the country 
remained in a most unsettled state, there 
being frequent risings and terrible fights 
among the various native tribes. The 
Portuguese were totally powerless to quell 
these risings, and in point of fact had 
absolutely no control whatsoever over the 
natives. The native chiefs did not recog- 
nise Portuguese rule and openly flouted 
their authority. 

In the year 1862 the '* policy of dismem- 
berment" was inaugurated by the Sand 
Kiver Convention, and in 1864 Great 
Britain acknowledged the Independence of 
the Orange Free State. At the same time 
the great value and importance of Delagoa 
Bay was not lost sight of by England, and 
consequently in 1861, when H.M.S. Nar- 
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cissus visited those waters, her commander 
caused the British flag to be hoisted and 
the territory proclaimed British. 

The Portuguese Government at once 
raised an outcry and strongly protested 
against these steps, while urging her own 
claim to the whole of the country. Nothing 
of very great importance, however, occurred 
until the year 1869, when Portugal entered 
into a commercial treaty with the South 
African Eepublic, and by it defined the 
boundary lines. This treaty had the effect 
of awakening the British Government from 
its torpor, and at once a claim was made on 
the strength of the documents that Captain 
Owen had obtained from the native chiefs 
in 1823. This claim the Portuguese utterly 
repudiated. 

At this time England had an unexampled 
opportunity of acquiring Delagoa Bay by 
purchase. The High Commissioner re- 
peatedly warned Lord Kimberley of its 
immense strategic and commercial import- 
ance and the necessity of its acquisition by 
Great Britain. The time was propitious, as 
Portugal was in her usual needy state, and, 
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moreover, had not become alive to the fact 
that in a few short years the harbour, which 
has rightly been called the *' Key to South 
Africa,'' would grow most enormously in 
value and become a port of the first im- 
portance. Incredible as it seems to us at 
the present day. Lord Kimberley let slip 
this magnificent opportunity of acquiring 
the Bay when, it is said, it might have been 
purchased for the paltry sum of about 
^612,000. Instead of this he elected to go 
to arbitration, and thus this one glorious 
opportunity was gone for ever. It was a 
political error of the gravest importance, for 
what then was a mere question of thousands 
as the purchase-price is now represented by 
millions. 

In 1872, by a protocol signed at Lisbon, 
the dispute was submitted to the arbitration 
of Marshal Macmahon, the President of the 
French Kepublic. After the case had been 
argued on both sides — ^well argued and 
carefully prepared on the part of the 
Portuguese and carelessly so by the English 
—the President, on the 24th of July, 1875, 
gave his award in favour of Portugal. 
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He decided that the want of effective 
occupation on the part of Portugal did not 
vitiate her claims, and actually awarded her 
more territory than she had asked for. He 
gave to the Portuguese the whole of the 
land, including Louren90 Marques and 
Delagoa Bay, down to lat. 26^ 30' S., and 
running inland from the sea to the Lebombo 
Mountains. 

Before this award was given, viz., on the 
17th of June, 1876, the Portuguese Govern- 
ment bound themselves " not to cede or sell 
to any third Power the territories on the 
South-East Coast of Africa awarded to 
Portugal by the decision of the President 
of the French EepubKc, without having 
previously given Her Britannic Majesty's 
Government the opportunity of making a 
reasonable ofier for the purchase or acquisi- 
tion, by other arrangements satisfactory to 
Portugal, of the territory thus awarded." 

In the year 1891 this pledge was repeated 
and confirmed by a treaty negotiated by 
Lord Salisbury, and was made to extend to 
the whole of the Portuguese territories to 
the south of the Zambesi. This Anglo- 
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Portuguese Convention was signed at Lisbon 
on the 11th of June, 1891, and by one of 
the Articles it was provided that " the two 
Powers agree that in the event of one of 
them proposing to part with any of the 
territories to the south of the Zambesi 
assigned by these Articles to their respective 
spheres of influence, the other shall be 
recognised as possessing a preferential right 
to the territories in question, or any portion 
of them, upon terms similar to those 
proposed.'* 

It is only of recent years that Portugal 
seems to have awakened to the fact that 
Delagoa Bay is a magnificent harbour and 
a truly valuable possession. England slept; 
a lethargy crept over the Imperialists, and 
the Colonial Office was calmly indifferent. 

However, when trouble with the Trans- 
vaal arose, attention was immediately drawn 
to the Bay, and it was clearly seen what a 
menace and grave danger it would prove if 
it fell into the hands of an enemy. Not 
only would our shipping be imperilled, but 
the port itself would be used for the purpose 
of landing troops and importing supplies. 
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How real this danger was may be seen at a 
glance when it is remembered that during 
the friction with the Boers at the close of 
1895, Germany tried to land troops there 
for service in the Transvaal, absolutely 
ignoring England, the paramount Power. 

On the 3rd of January, 1896, the German 
Emperor sent his cablegram congratulating 
President Kruger after the defeat of Dr. 
Jameson's troops at the battle of Doomkop, 
and this was directly after followed by the 
commissioning of the Particular Service 
Squadron. 

It will thus be seen that it is of the 
utmost importance, in the interests of 
Great Britain, that we should acquire 
possession of the Bay. This fact is brought 
home to us more strongly when we re- 
member that the neighbouring island of 
Madagascar is in the hands of the French, 
who have fortified it and made it a strong 
naval station. French activity has been 
very marked of recent years, and it is easy to 
see that, having done us out of Madagascar, 
they are particularly anxious to safeguard 
that possession and obtain complete control 
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over the Mozambique Channel. While 
Delagoa Bay remained in the hands of 
Portugal France felt herself fairly safe, as 
that country could not harm her, and, 
above all, the mere fact of occupation 
meant that the other Powers were kept out. 

The moment, however, that negotiations 
for the cession of the Bay to England were 
opened, France felt what a menace it might 
prove to her possession, and that if the 
cession became a fait accomplij her grand 
scheme of complete control of the Mozam- 
bique Channel would melt into thin air. 
France then strained every nerve to put a 
spoke in England's wheel. Her great desire 
was to obtain the intemationalisation of the 
waters of the Bay, so that England should 
never have a chance of exercising her right 
of pre-emption in the very probable event 
of Portugal electing to sell owing to her 
financial difficulties. 

It was precisely these financial difficulties 
that brought about the rapprochement be- 
tween England and Portugal. The Portu- 
guese are indebted to us in a very large 
amount, apart from the award of the 
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arbitrators in connection with the Delagoa 
Bay Eailway, and this, taken in conjunc- 
tion with the fact that their internal affairs 
are in a most deplorable state, induced the 
Government of Portugal to approach us. 
It is absolutely necessary for Portugal's 
well-being that she should raise consider- 
able loans for the purpose of getting rid of 
her most pressing liabilities. 

In the Peninsular War England rendered 
yeoman service to Portugal. In 1811 the 
British Parliament granted the sufferers by 
war in Portugal ^6100,000. We befriended 
Portugal throughout the war, our army, 
under Wellington, being everywhere suc- 
cessful. Portugal thus became our debtor 
for some millions of pounds sterhng. 

In the summer of 1898 negotiations 
between England and Germany were entered 
into with the result that an agreement was 
arranged referring to English and German 
interests in Africa. This agreement dealt 
in particular with Portuguese territory south 
of the Zambesi, including Delagoa Bay. It 
is easy to understand that certain sections 
of the German public, egged on by the 
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Anglophobe organs of the Press, protested 
strongly against their Government enter- 
ing into an entente cordiale with Great 
Britain. Consequently vigorous efforts 
were made to justify the departure of the 
German Government from its attitude as 
defined by the late Foreign Secretary, Baron 
Marschall von Bieberstein, in his despatch 
of 1st February, 1896. The despatch de- 
clared *^that the material interests which 
Germany had created by the construction 
of railways and the establishment of com- 
mercial relations with the Transvaal required 
the maintenance of the Transvaal as an 
independent State." The Government 
organs in Berlin stated that the ** material 
interests " to which Baron Marschall von 
Bieberstein referred might be safeguarded 
in a variety of ways, and that opinions as 
to the best manner of maintaining them 
might change in accordance with circum- 
stances. The German Government thus 
attuned the public mind to the fact that 
Delagoa Bay was to pass into the hands of 
Great Britain, while special clauses in the 
agreement favours both Powers regarding 
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the ultimate division of Portuguese territory 
in South Africa. 

In precisely the same way the Portu- 
guese Government sought to allay the 
feelings of the excitable Portuguese subjects. 
But for the strong opposition made by the 
people, Delagoa Bay would have passed 
into English hands some years previously. 
The outcry raised by the Communists was 
so great, however, that the Government was 
overruled, and the negotiations fell through 
for the time being. 

It can easily be imagined that so staunch 
an Imperialist as the Founder of Ehodesia, 
with his grand schemes for the expansion of 
the Empire, would direct his attention to 
this most important harbour. As a fact, 
Mr. Cecil Khodes has been untiring in his 
exertions for many years past, to obtain an 
interest in Delagoa Bay as well as in the 
railway. This astute and far-seeing poli- 
tician readily recognised the vast importance 
both commercially and strategically of the 
Bay, and realised what a menace it would 
prove to British interests if it fell into the 
hands of a foreign Power. Consequently he 
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has for long past schemed and used his best 
endeavours to place Delagoa Bay under 
British rule. 

Had he been in power when Lord Kim- 
berley had his unrivalled opportunity of 
purchasing the Bay, that magnificent 
harbour would have passed into our hands 
immediately. At that time, however, Cecil 
Ehodes had neither won wealth nor power, 
although he was working hard at the 
diamond fields with a stern resolve and a 
fixed purpose to acquire both, so that he 
might place himself in a position to properly 
serve the country he loves so well. 

His great ambition has always been the 
expansion of the Empire and the furtherance 
of the true interests of the great British 
realm. But for him that magnificent 
territory of Ehodesia would have been lost 
to England, and but for his splendid example 
and untiring patriotic work, England's para- 
mountcy in South Africa would have been 
seriously jeopardised. 

Mr. Ehodes readily foresaw that Delagoa 
Bay meant more to us than to any other 
nation, and hence his continued and laud- 
able efforts to secure it. 
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Mr. Chamberlain again, unlike some of 
his predecessors in office, has always been 
fully aware of the vast importance of 
the Bay and of its acquisition by Great 
Britain. 

Mr. Chamberlain's task has been no easy 
one ; the position has materially altered of 
late years, for the place has grown greatly in 
value and importance, and it is now a most 
valuable asset to any country. Moreover, a 
Colonial Secretary is to a certain extent 
fenced in and hemmed around, and he 
requires to be a very strong man to break 
through the bonds. To both Mr. Ehodes 
and Mr. Chamberlain is due a very large 
meed of praise as well as gratitude from 
every Englishman who has at heart his 
country's honour, welfare, and glory. 

The Colony of Mozambique, which was 
founded in 1508, is an eloquent example of 
the Portuguese colonial policy, which is 
simply a woful mixture of apathy, crass 
ignorance, and culpable neglect. From its 
inception the colony has showed a yearly 
loss, which has proved a heavy drain on 
Portugal, until in 1893, when there was a 
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small balance on the right side. Considering 
the immense wealth and great potentialities 
of the country, it really amounts to a sin 
that this state of things should be allowed 
to exist, for surely there is a strong moral 
obligation resting on the country under 
whose aegis a land is placed to properly 
develop and colonise it. The magnificent 
natural resources of this fertile land have 
been allowed to remain undeveloped, and it 
is now well time that a country capable and 
willing to undertake the task should obtain 
possession of the land. 

It undoubtedly devolves upon Great 
Britain, as the supreme Power, to effect 
this, as she is admittedly the greatest 
colonising power in the world, and has, 
moreover, unlimited resources. Quite apart, 
however, from the great advantages that the 
country itself would derive from a change 
of ownership, and the protection that would 
be afforded if it was placed under the aegis 
of the British flag, a further and equally 
important point would be gained, viz., that 
we should be a step nearer the goal of South 
African federation. The greater our sphere 
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of influence and the more preponderating 
our interests in South Africa, the better 
chance we have of more quickly attaining 
the much-desired union, which is bound to 
come, and is merely a question of time. 

Colonial federation is the panacea for all 
international jealousies and disagreements 
and racial strife. When this eventuates 
some of the gravest diflSculties and dangers 
that now confront our politicians will be 
solved. 

It is only natural that the great Im- 
perialist, Mr. Ehodes, should strive might 
and main to accomplish this great end. In 
a famous speech he made at Salisbury in 
September, 1897, he said that his whole 
future should be directed to the unity of the 
various South African States, and that his 
future policy would be clear and open to 
that end. In the following year, speaking 
at Cape Town in support of the Progressive 
candidates for the Legislative Council, he 
spoke of the inconsistencies of the general 
tactics followed by the Afrikander Bond, 
and charged its organ, the Ons Landy 
with fostering race hatred and obstructing 
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the attainment of a united South Africa. 
He maintained that there was a bond of 
union between the citizens of South Africa, 
who must, he said, by the ties of kinship 
ever remain one and indivisible, whether 
they resided in Cape Colony, Natal, the 
Transvaal, or in far Ehodesia. This union 
he beheved would eventually prevail, and in 
conclusion declared that what he desired 
was a closer union between the Colonies, 
and in his opinion such a union was 
perfectly possible of attainment during the 
next five years. 

Mr. Ehodes is an ardent champion of 
federation, for he plainly sees, as every 
right-thinking Englishman must, that with- 
out consolidation there can be no solidarity, 
and the Empire would be in grave peril of 
disintegration. 

On the subject of Imperial poHcy, the 
following excerpt from Mr. Chamberlain's 
speech delivered recently in Birmingham, 
clearly shows our Colonial Secretary's views. 
He said: **I do not argue for Empire simply 
because it contributes to the material in- 
terests of the United Kingdom. It does 
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that no doubt, and the result in not unim- 
portant when we consider what the existence 
of the United Kingdom means in the 
civilisation of the world. But it does much 
more. It constitutes part of the discipline 
of our nation which has made us great, for 
we have found in the fulfilment of our duty 
to our dependencies an escape from pro- 
vincial narrowness and selfish isolation. It 
is this policy which has developed the 
national character, and I firmly believe that 
in spite of many faults by which it has been 
accompanied, in spite even of the crimes 
which are sometimes laid to its charge, it 
has made on the whole for peace and good 
government, and for the happiness of 
countless millions of the human race." 

True Imperialists have none of the Jingo 
element about them which the *' Little 
Englander body" indiscriminately ascribes 
to them. Quite apart from their presumed 
insatiable desire for the acquisition of fresh 
territory, they have one guiding star, which 
is the consolidation of the Empire. For 
the purpose of achieving this laudable object 
it is often absolutely necessary that some 
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small tract of country or some port be 
acquired, and this for the preservation of 
our possessions as a whole, for the further- 
ance of trade, as a precautionary measure 
against those nations who are only too 
anxious to disturb the balance of power, 
and — as a most important corollary — for the 
maintenance of peace. No stronger exem- 
plification of this praiseworthy procedure 
for the solidarity of our Colonial possessions 
and the consolidation of the Empire could 
possibly be sought than in the endeavour 
by Great Britain to secure the possession of 
Delagoa Bay. All the benefits specified 
would accrue to our beloved Empire, and, 
further, the best interests of the present 
owners, the Portuguese, would also be 
served ; for they would be reUeved of an 
incubus, and at the same time find a happy 
solution for their financial diflSculties. 

The possession of Delagoa Bay by Great 
Britain would go a long way to clear the 
political atmosphere, and would, moreover, 
firmly establish our position as the supreme 
Power in South Africa. 

UNWIN EBOTHBBS, THE OBB8HAM PSB8S, WOSINO AMD LONDON. 
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" A well-written and capable story." — People. 
" WeU written."— Li/^ary World. 
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TROOPER PETER HAL- 
KET OF MASHONALAND 

OLIVE SCHREINER 

Author of " Dreams," 
" Real Life and Dream Life," &c. 

Crown Svo., clothe 28« 6d. 



"We advise our readers to purchase and read Olive 
Schreiner's new book * Trooper Peter Halket of Mashona- 
land.' Miss Schreiner is one of the few magicians of 
modem English literature, and she has used the great 
moral, as well as the great literary, force of her style to 
great effect."— Z)ai7y Chtonide. 

" The story is one that is certain to be widely read, and 
it is well that it should be so, especially at this moment ; 
it grips the heart and haunts the imagination. To have 
written such a book is to render a supreme service, for 
it is as well to know what the rough work means of 
subjugating inferior races." — Daily News. 

" Some of the imaginative passages are very fine. . . . 
The book is powerfully written." — Scotsman. 

" Is well and impressively written." — Pall Mall Gazette. 
11, Paternoster Buildings, London, E.G. / 
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Miriam's Sehoolins:, and other 
Papen, By Mask Ruthkrford. 
With FroaUtpitMby Waltbr Cranb. 



SOME 8/6 NOVELS 

Untform Bdmoo fif Make Rothbkfokd's works. Bdited by Rsubbm 
8HAPCOTT. Crown Svo., cloth. 

The AntoUofraphy of Mark The Revolution in Tanner's 

RattMrford. Fifth J^Uoo. 

Mark Rntherford's Deliver- ^ ^^ . „ . ., , « 

New Edition. Catharine Purse : A Novel. By 

Mark RuTHBRFOKD. Fourth Edition. 

Clara Hopsood. By Mark 
Rutherford. 

**ThcM writings are certainly not to be Hgbtly ditmissed, bearing at they do the 
fanptew of a mind which, althoogh iindted in range and aympathies. ia decidedly 
original.''~7»i»Ms. 

The Statement of Stella Maberiy. By F. Anstet, Author of 

^'ViceVenA." Ciown fvo, doth. 

« It it certainly a strange and strlkhig story.*— iiiSJiMurafM. 

Silent Qods and Snn-Steeped Lands. By R. W. Prazbr. 

Second Edition. With 4 fuU-page Dlustrations by A. D. IfcCORUiCK and a Photo- 
^Tore Frontispiece. Small crown tvo, doth. 

"Mr. Frazer writes powerfully and wdl, and seems to haw an intimate acqaaint- 
anoe with the son-eteeped land, and the strange beings who people if— (r/<u£«m Herald. 

Paul Helnsius. By Cora Ltster. Crown 8vo., doth. 

"This is an eztremehr clever and altogether admirable, bat not altogether nnUndly, 
anatomisatiott of Teutonic character."— DoiVy Chronicle. 

My Bas:dad* By Eluott Dickson. Illustrated. 8vo., doth. 

"Related with a refreshing simplidty that is certain to approve itself to fcadcnL"^ 
BookulUr, 

Silk off the Kine. By L. McManus (C. MacGoire), Anthor d 

"Amabel: A Military Romance." Crown Svo., doth. 

"We have read 'The Silk of the Kine.' from the 6rst page to the last, without 
missing a sin^e word, and we sighed regretfully when Mr. McManus brought tlie 
adventures of Margery MacGuire and Piers Ottley to a close."— £//^ay> World. 

A Pot off Honey. By Susan Christian. Crown 8vo., doth. 
"The book is the outcome of a clever mind."— if Mm^mm. 

Llaea off Lambeth. By W. Somerset Maugham. Crown 8vo., doth. 

"An interesting rtory of life and character in the Surrey-iide slumi, presented with 
a great deal of sympathetic hoBBOor."- 2>4uJ> CkronuU. 
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THE HALF-CROWN 
SERIES 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Each Dtmy limo.^ eloih. 



X. A Gender In Satan. By Rita. 

2. The Making of Mary. ByjBAN 

M. MClLWRAITH. 

3. Diana's Hnntlng . By Robbrt 
Buchanan. 



. Sir Quixote of tlie Moors. 

John Buchan. 



By 



S Dreams. By Olive ScHREiNBR. 

6. Tlie Honour of the Fiag . By 

Clark Russblu 

7. Le Seive. 

Edition. 

8. An Altruist. 

EdiUon. 



By OuiDA. 2nd 
By OuiDA. 2iid 



THE CAMEO SERIES 



♦ ♦ ♦ 

Den^ limo.f hay-houndy paper hoards^ priu 
Vols, 14.17, 88. 6di mt. 



8s. 6dL. 



Ah9y an EdiHcn de Luxe^ limited to 30 ccpieSf prmUd cm Japan papiw. 
Prices on application. 



I. The Lady from the Sea. By 

Henrtk Iusen. Translatedby Elea- 
nor Marx Aveuno. Second Edition. 
Portrait 

4. Iphlgenia in Deiphi, with some 

Translations from tlie Greek. By 
Richard Garnett, LUD. Frontis- 
piece. 

5. Mireio : A Proven^l Poem. 
By Frederic Mistral. Translated 
by H. W. Preston. Frontispiece by 
Joseph Pbnnell. 

6. Lyrics. Selected from the 
Works of A. Mart F. Robinson 
(Mme. JAUBS Darmestetbr). Fron- 
tispiece. 

7. A Minor Poet. By Amy Levy. 

With Portrait Second Edition. 

8. Concerning Cats : A Boole of 

Verses by many Autlioxs. Edited by 
Graham R. Thompson. Illustrated. 

9. A Chaplet from the Qreeic An- 
thology. By Richard Garnbtt, 
LUD. 



11. TheLoveSongsofRobertBumfl. 

Selected and Edited, with Introduo- 
tion, by Sir George Dougla& Bart. 
With Front Portrait 

12. LoveSongsof Ireland. Collected 

and Edited by Katherinb Ttnan. 

13. Retrospect, and other Poems. 
By A. Mary F. Robinson (Mme. 
Darmbsteter), Author of "An Italian 
Garden," &c 

14. Brand : A Dramatic Poem. 
By Hknrie Ibsen. Translated by F. 
Edmund Garrett. 

15. The Son of Don Juan. By 

Don Josi Echegarat. Translated 
into EngUsli, with biographical intro- 
duction, by James Graham, ^ath 
Etched Portrait of the Author by Don 
B. Maura. 

16. Mariana. By Don Josi 

Echegarat. Translated into English 
by James Graham. With a Photo- 
gravure of a recent Portrait of the 
Author. 

17. Flamma Vestalis, and other 
Poems. By Eugene Mason. Frontis- 
piece after Sir Edward Burnb-Joni& 
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THE MERMAID SERIES 

The Best Plays of the Old Dramatists. 
Literal Reproductions of the Old Text. 

Post 8f»., ioch Volumt cmtmmng ahmU SOQpaga^ midtm iUhd 
FroiUispieci^ cloth^ 3s. 6d. tack. 



1. The Best Plays of Christopher 

Marlowo. Edited by Havelocx 
Elus, and containing a General 
Introduction to the Seri«t by John 
Addinotom Stmonds. 

2. The Best Plsys of Thomas Ot- 

way* Introduction by th« Hcml 
RoDRN Noel. 

3. The Best Plays of Johs Ford.* 

Edited by Havelock Elus. 

4 and 5. The Best Plays of Thomas 

Maiflnf •?• Essay and Notes by 

ARTHUR SYMONS. 

6. The Best Plays of Thomas Key- 
wood. Edited by A. W. Verity. 
Introduction by J. A. STMONDS. 

7. The Complete Plays of William 
Wyeh«rUy. Edited by W. C. 
Ward. 

8. Nero, and other Plays. Edited 
by H. P. HoRNE, Arthur Stmon8» 
A. W. Vbritt, and H. Elus. 

9 and 10. The Best Plays of Bean- 

moBt and Fletoh«r. Introduction 
by J. St. Loe Strachet. 

II. The Complete Plays of WillUm 
OongreTe. Edited by Albz. C 

EWALD. 



12. The Best Plays of Webster aad 

Toiuni«iir. Introduction by John 
Addinoton Stmonds. 

13 and 14. The Best Plays of 
Thomas Middlaton. Introduction 
by Algernon Charles Swinburne. 

15. The Best Plays of James Shir- 
ley. Introduction by Edmund 

GOSSE. 

16. The Best Plays of Thomas 
Dekker. Notes by Ernest Rhys. 

17, 19, and 20. The Best Plays of 
Ben Jonson. Vol I. edited, with 
Introduction and Notes, by BRINSLET 
Nicholson and C. H. Herford. 

18. The Complete Plays of Richard 

Steele. Edited, with Introduction 
and Note% by O. A. Aitkbn. 

21. The Best Plays of Qeorf e Chap- 
man. Edited by William Lyon 
Phelps, Instructor of EngUsli Uteta- 
ture at Yale College. 

22. The Select Plays of Sir Johs 

Yanbmgh. Edited, with an Intro- 
duction and Note% by A. £. H. 
Swabh. 



PRESS OPINIONS. 

" Even the professed schcdar vAih a 0ood library at his command vnOl find tome 
texts here not otherwise easily accessible; while the humbler student of slender 
resources, who knows the bitterness of not being able to possess himself of the treasure 
stored in expensive folios or quartos long out of print, will aatnredly rise up and thank 
Mr. Unwin.^'— 5/. Jamt^s GaxetU. 

" Resumed under good zvaplce^*" Saturday Revtiw, 

'*The issue is as good as it could be,"— British Weekly, 

**Ki once scholarly and \nitxttl&.tig,'*^l4idt Mercury. 
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THE STORY OF 

THE NATIONS 

A SERIES OF POPULAR HISTORIES. 



Each Volumi is Jumiskid with Maps. lUustrations^ and Index, Largt 
Crown ^vo.^ fancy cloth^ gold lettind, or Library Edition^ dark cloth^ bumishid 
rtdtcpy Ss. each.— Or may be heui in half Persian^ cloth sideSy giU tops ; 
Price on Application. 



By tiM Rew, a Barino- 
By Profenor Alfred 
By Prof. 

By 



I. Rome* By Arthur OiuiiiN, If Ju 
s. The Jews. By Professor J. K. 

HOSMBR. 

3. Oermaiiy. 

GOtJLD. 

4. Oajpthatfe* 
J. Chxjrch. 

5. JLlexander'e HmplFe. 
J. P. Mahafft. 

6. The Moon In Spftln. 
Stanlbt Lanb-Poolb. 

7. Anolent Btfypt. By Prof . 
George Rawlinson. 

a Hantfary. By Prof. Arionius 

Vambert. 
9. The HaFaeeni. By Arthur 

GlLMAN, M JL 

10. Iveland. By Um Hon. BmLT 
Lawless. 

11. Ohaldoa* By ZnAiDi A. 
Ragozin. 

la. The Oothe. By Hknrt Bradley. 

13. Aesyria. By Zbnaidb A. Ragozin. 

i4.T«rkey. By Stanlbt Lanb- 
Poolb. 

15. Holland. By P ro f eno r I. B. 
Thorold Rogers. 

w6» MedlttTal Franoe. By Gustavb 
Masson. 

17. Persia. By 8. G. w. Benjaiiin. 

i8.PhcBnlcia. By Prof. Gborge 
Rawlinson. 

191 Media. E^ Zbnaidb A. Ragozin. 

aoi. The Hania Towni. By Helen 

ZlMMBRN. 

SI. Barly Bvltaln. By Prafeesor 

Alfrfd J. Church. 
tx The Bavbaiy ConalM. By 

Stanlbt Lanb-Poolb. 
•3. Rnaala. By W. R. Morpill. 
94. The Jeve under the Roman 

■mplre. By W. D. Morrison. 



By John Mackintosh. 
By K Stead and 



95. Bootland. 

LLwD. 

96l SwltMerland. 
LiNA Hug. 

17. Mexico. By Susan Hale. 

18. Portafal. By H. Morse Stephens. 
99, The Normans. By Sarah Ornb 

Jbwbtt. 

30. The Bysantlne Bmpire. By 
C. W. C. Oman, M.A. 

31. 81 oily: PhGBnlolan, Greek 
and Roman. By the late £. A. 
Freeman. 

32. The Tneoan and Genoa 
RepnbUoa. By Bella Duffy. 

33. Poland* By W. R. Morfill. 

34. Parthla. By Prof. Gborge Raw- 
linson. 

SS The Aoetrallan Oommon- 
vealth. By Grbvillb Trbgar- 
then. 

36. Spain. By H. E. Watts. 

37. Japan. By David Murray, PIlD. 

38. Bonth Afploa. By George M, 
Thbau 

39L Venloe. By the Hon. Alethea 

WIEL. 

4a The Crasadeet The Latin King- 
dom of Jerusalem. By T. A. Archer 
and Charles L. Kingsford. 

41. Vedio India. By Zbnaidb A. 
Ragozin. 

4a. The Weet Indies and the 
Spanish Main. By Jambs 

RODWAY. F.L.S. 

43. Bohemia. By C. E. BfAURiCB. 

44. The Balkans. By W. Miller. 

45. <3anada. By Dr. Bourinot. 
46^ British India. By R. W. FRazbk, 

LUB. 
47. Modem Franoet By ANDRt lb 
Bon. 

The Franks. By Lewis Sergeant. 
BA. 

49. Austria. By SCDNBY WRTniAH. 

Sa Modem Bnifland before the BiSpffm BllL By Justin McCarthy. M.P. 
^^' By mfessor Douglas. 
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THE CHILDREN'S STUDY 

• • • 
Long 8fv., ckth^ giU up^ with pkoUgravurt frmHs^mi, prk* 9/0 smk 

Scotland. By Mrs. Oliphant. 
Ireland. Edited by Barry O'Brien. 
England. By Frances E. Cooke. 

Germany. By Kate Freiuqrath Kroeker, Author 

of " Fairy Tales from Brentano," ftc. 
Old Tales from Greece. By Aucb Ziicicern. 
France. By Mary Rowsell. 
Spain. By Leonard Williams. 
Rome. By Mary Ford. 
Canada. By J. R. McIlwraith. 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS ON " SCOTLANDr 
" For cbUdren of the ri^t af e this is an «aoiltont UtUe history."— Z>at> Nmt, 
** Enough of fault-finding with a writer who has otherwise performed his task in a 
perfectly charming manner. —Z>«iuhr CkriiuU, 

''The best boolc for the rising Caledonian that has appeared for many a day." 
picturesque^ and well-proportioned.''' ""' — -- — - 

ling book full of life and cokmr."— J 
'*As a stlmutator of the imagination and iaftelligeaesb It It a loag way ahead of 



Mng Caledonian thai 

"Simple^ picturesque, and well-proportioned.''— (^Amivw HtrmUU ' \JScot9tmmn, 

** A charming book full of life and cokmr."— ^MiUr. 

'*As a stimuutor of ttie Imagination and ' ' *"^ 
many books in nse in some schools.**— 5;i/^A. 

*<The book is attractiiFsly produced. Mit. OHphaat has perfocmed her dlttoiat task 
wdV-^XducMtional Tinus, 

"A work which may daim its place opon the shelree of the young peopled libranr, 
where It may prove of not a little serrioe also to their elders."— &A«0/ B^mrd Chr§niat, 

OPINIONS OP THE PRESS ON *" IRELAND:* 
"Many who are children no longer wlU be glad of thto oompaet bnt able Introdoo- 
tion to the story of Ireland's woes. The form of the tolanie Is particularly attractive.* 

BriHsh Wtthly- 
' O'Brien upon thla Interesting little volume. 
Thei' * • • ' • •"* -• ' 



"We heartily congratulate Mr. Barrr 0'Bri« 

B style Is intensely intereetlng."— ^ Jh^tf^wM r l^r. 

** It is well that the youth oi England, who ha 



» youth <» En^and, nAo have entered into a serious Inheritance 
and who will socm be the voters of England, Aoukl have some oonceptimi of the 
country with whom they are so closely bound up^ and for vriiose past thefar fathers are 
so heavily responsible. We do not know of any worit so fitting for ImpartlnM to them 



tills knowledge ae the preeent, whidL therefore, we heartily commend to all teachen 
as the best text-book of Irish history for the yoong."— iW/^r Ckr(mul4. 

OPINIONS OP THE PRESS ON *' ENGLAND:' 

"Teite, vivid, well-infonned."— J^JI^r. 

"Pleasantly written, and weU within the capacity of a young child, . . . We 
anticipate with pleasure the appearance of the socceeding volumes df 'The Childrsn'a 
Study.' "School Guardian, 

«* Admhably done .... always easy of understandiag."— ^#<mmms. 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS ON " GERMANY.** 

" We have seldom seen a smaU history so well balanced, and oonseqaeatly, ■• 
adequate as an Introduction to the tnbiect"— Afw^o^'Mia/ Tiwtdt, 

^' Painstaking and well written."— 2?«7y ChroHicU, 

"Clear as accurate. It is Just the sort of book to give to a yoongrter who has to 
itody Teutonic history."— ^/m* mnd WkiU, 

^ An Interesting Ustorical aerien"— /te/f MmU GmutU, 
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BUILDERS OF GREATER 
BRITAIN 

H. F. WILSON 

A Stt of 10 Vo/umiSf each with Photogravure Froniispiiu^ 
and Mapt large crown %vo.^ clothy Ss* each. 



Th« oompletioa ni the Sixtieth ywtx of the Qneen't reign will be the oooMion ci much 
•«iroq>ect and review, in the oonrse of which the s^t men who, under the anspicee of Her 
Maie^ and her predeoessort, have helped to make the British Empire what it is to-day, 
will natorallT be Drought to mind. Hence the idea of the present series. These biographiM, 
ooocise but rail, popular but authoritative, have been designed with the view <A giving in 
each case an adeouate picture of the builder in lelaticm to his work. 

The series will be under the general editorship d Mr. H. F. V^lson, formerly Fellow 
of Trinity Colkwe, Cambridge, and now private secretary to the Right Hon. J. Chamberlain 
St the Colonial Office. Each volume will be placed in competent hands, and will contain 
the best portrait obtainable of its subject, and a map showing his special contribution to 
the Imperial edifice. The first to appear will be a Life of Sir Walter Ralegh, hy Major 
Hume, the learned author of ** The Year after the Armada." Others in contemplation will 
ieal with the Cabots, the quarter-centenary of whose sailing from Bristol is has recently beea 
oelebrslted in that dty, as well as in Canada and NewfouikUand ; Sir Thomas Maitland, the 
*'King Tom" of the Mediterranean; Rajah Brooke, Sk Stamford RafiBes, Lord Clive, 
Zdwaid Gibbon Wakefield, Zachary Macaulay, ^^ &o. 

The Series has taken for iu motto the Miltonio prayer :~ 

** C9ott S?9« of C9f ffu %tau h^ti MCb up i^ q^rC^annict 
Sm^e io a gfoHotiA anb etiBiafile MtM* ^if9 Aff 9er 



1. SIR WALTER RALBQH. By Martin A. S. Hums, Author 

of " The Courtships of Queen Elizabeth/' &c. 

2. 5IR THOMAS MAITLAND; the Mastery of the Mediterranean. 

By Walter Frewbn Lord. 

3. JOHN CABOT AND HIS SONS; the Discovery of North 

America. By C. Raymond Bbazlet, M.A 

4. EDWARD QIBBON WAKEFIELD; the Colonisation of South 

Australia and New Zealand. By R. Garnbtt, C.B., L.L.D. 

5. LORD CLIVE ; the Foundation of British Rule m India. By Sir 

A. J. Arbuthnot, K.C.S.I., CLE. 

RAJAH BROOKE; the Englishman as Ruler of an Eastern 
State. By Sir Spenser St. John, G.CM.G 

ADMIRAL PHILIP; the Founding of New South Wales. By 
L0UI8 Becks and Walter Jbffert. 

5IR STAMFORD RAFFLES; England hi the Far East By 
the Editor. 
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The adventure SERIES 

POPUUR RE-ISSUR 



Emh largi tremn %vo,yfHlfy illustraUd, Popular n-issui, 3s« 0A« 

/#r vol ; in iw9 stylis of binding, vis,, decoraiivi cover, cut edges ; 

and plain Hbrary style, untouched edges, 

1. Adventures of a Younger Son. By 

Edward J. Trelawney. Introduction by Edward 
Garnett. 

2. Madagascar; or, Robert Dniry's Journal 

during his Captivity on that Island. Preface and 
Notes by Captain S. P. Oliver, R.A. 

3. Memoirs of the Extraordinary Military 

Career of John Shipp. 

4. The Buccaneers and Marooners of 

America. Edited and Illustrated by Howard Pyle. 

5. The Log of a Jack Tar : Being the Life of 

James Choyce, Master Mariner. Edited by Comman- 
der V. Lovett Cameron. 

6. Ferdinand Mendez Pinto, the Portu- 

Sfuese Adventurer. New Edition. Annotated by 
Prof. A. Vamb^ry. 

7. Adventures of a Blockade Runner. By 

William Watson. Illustrated by Arthur Byng, R.N. 

8. The Life and Adventures of James 

Beckwourth. Mountaineer, Scout, Pioneer, and Chief 
of Crow Nation Indians. Edited by Chas. G. Leland. 

9. A Particular Account of the European 

Military Adventurers of Hindustan. Compiled by 
Henry Compton. 
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MASTERS OF MEDICINE 



ERNEST HART, D.C.L., 

Editor of "The British Medical JoumaL" 

iMTgi crowm ^90,, cloth^ 3s. 6d. ittck, 

Medicftl diicoveriM more directly ooaoern the weU-bein; and happinait of the hamaa 
race than any victories of scienoe. The^ appeal to one of the primary instincts of homan 
nature, that of self-preservation. The importance of health as the most valoable of 
our national assets is coming to be more and more recognised, and the place of the doctor 
in Society and in the State is becoming one of steadily increasing prominence ; indeed. 
Mr. Gladstone said not many years ago tluit the time would sorely come when the medical 
profession would take precedence of all the others in anthority as well as in dignity. The 
development of medicine from an empiric art to an exact science is one of the most 
important and also one of the most interesting oha^tters in the history of civilisation. The 
histories of medicine which exist are for tlM most part only fitted for the intellectual 
digestion of Dryasdust and his congeners. Of the men who made the discoveries which 
have saved inoalcnlable numbers of human lives, and which have lengthened the snan <rf 
human existence, there is often no record at all accessible to the general reader. Vet the 
stor^ of these men's lives, of their struggles and of their triumphs, is not only interesting, 
but in the highest denee stimulating and educative. Many of them could have said wiu 
literal truth what Sir Thomas Browne said figuratively, that their lives were a romance. 
Hitherto there have been no accounts of the lives of medical discoverers in a form at once 
convenient and uniform, and sold at a popular price. The " Masters of Medicine " is a 
series of biographies written bv " eminent hands " intended to supplv this want It is 
intended that the maa shall be depicted as he moved and lived and had his being, and that 
the scope and gist of his work, as well as the steps by which he reached his results, shall 
be set forth in a clear, readable style. 



The following is a condensed list of 
AUTHOR. 

Stephen Paget 
D'Arcy Power 
H. Laing Gordon . 
John G. McKbndrick 
Sir William Stokes 
Michael Foster 
Timothy Holmes . 
J. F. Payne 
C. L. Taylor . 



of the earlier volumet >• 
TITLE, 

John Hunter 
William Harvey 
Sir James Simpson 
Hermann von Helmholtz 
William Stokes 
Claude Bernard 
Sir Benjamin Brodie 
Thomas Sydenham 
Vesalius 
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WORKS BY MARTIN A. S. HUME 

F.RH^ Editoi ol the "Calendar of Spanish State Papers of Elisabeth" 
(PubUc Record Office). 

THE COURTSHIPS OF 
QUEEN ELIZABETH 

With Portraits 
Fotirth SdUum. Largt emm 8w., ebth^ 6s. 

** It it nndeniablT an important additioo to the hittofy of the EUzabethan period, and 
It will rank as the foremost authority on the most interesting aspect of the character of 
the Tudor Queen."— Pa// MaU Gaaettg. 

** A clear and very interesting account An excellent book."— TVmm. 

"A connected and consistent, though asturedly a mott extraordinary, story. . • • A 
fascinating plctartJ'-^tandard. 

"A deU^iful book."— Z7ai7y TeUp-apK 



THE YEAR AFTER THE 
ARMADA 

AND OTHER HISTORICAL STUDIES 
Second Edition, Illustrated. Demy 8vo., cloth gilt, X2s« 

"A most valuable and conscientiously written historical work,*'~-Spect4tUr. 

''The whole book is extremely interesting, and at once instructive and amusing." 

Sp^ak^, 

"Deserves a wide circulation, and we trust that a proper reward will follow ctoae 
upon its merits."— Xi/^rary World. 

" Major Hume has thrown the most curious and valuable light on the Armada period. 
Full of delightful sketches of men and things."— W. U, Courtney in Tfu Dmtfy 
Telegraph, 

"A work which adds many a fresh page to English, and one may say to European 
history. . . . From first to last the volume is excellent reading, while the enter 
taining style in which the matter Is presented and the undeniable authority of the 
writer . . . render the book of special interest and permanent value."— rA/jtf^»mi 
Post, 

" Quite as good as a novel— and a good deal better, too. The book is so bright and 
vivid that readers with the common dislike of history may venture on its pages 
unafraid."— Andrew Lanq In CosmopoUs, 



SIR WALTER RALEGH 

Bein§ Vol. I. of the series entitled "Builders of Greater 
Britain/' each vol. with photogravure frontispiece and map. 

Large crown Svo.t cloth, ff ■« each, 

"There Is not a duU page in it, and, with his skilful telling of it. the story of Ralelgli's 
life and of his times reads like a romance."— Pa// Jiiall Gaxette, 

lly Paternoster Buildings, London, E.G. m 
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SOME WORKS BY REV. E. J. HARDY 

" The Murray of Matrimony^ the Baedeker of Bliss** 

HOW TO BE HAPPY THOUGH MARRIED 

Popular Edition^ giU edges^ cloth, bevelled boards, 3s« 6cl« 

Presentation Edition, vohite vellum, cloth, bevelled boards, gilt 

edges, in box, 78. 6d. 

"An entertaining volume. . . . The new guide to matrimonial i^cW:^,— '"Standard, 

** This charming volume. . . . Wit and wisdom abound in its pages; as for the 

good storits, they are almost too ^\toSM\A:'— Spectator, 

Uniform in style and prices with the foregoing, 

THE FIVE TALENTS OF WOMAN 

A Book for Girls and Young Women 

THE BUSINESS OF LIFE 

A Book for Everyone 
Square imperial l6mo., cloth, 3 a* 6cl« — Presentation Edition, 
bevelled boards, gi!t edges, in box, 78. 6d. 
"Calculated to teach the art of happiness and contentment as well as mere ezhortatioo 
can teach ii,"— Times. 
"Pleasant as well as profitable reading."— Z*//rary World, 

"A host oi social subjects are treated in a way at once wise and witty, and in a 
manner as delightful to read as they are pleasantly 'improving.' "^Daily Telegraph* 

THE SUNNY DAYS OF YOUTH 

A Book for Boys and Young Men 
Square Imperial iSmo,, cloth, 3fll« 6cl« — Presentation Edition, 
elegantly bound, bevelled boards, gilt edges, 78. 6d. 
" It is an excellent book for a serious-minded hoy.**— Scotsman, 
" The pleasantest reading possible . . . this useful little bookJ'-^Educattonal Remem, 
"As well written as it is unquestionably well-intentioned." — Leeds Mercury, 

FAINT YET PURSUING 

Square Imperial i6mo. Popular Edition. Crown SfV., 
cloth, 3s« 6d. 
" Will meet with an extensive recognition.*'— Jlf^rmnj: Post. 
"Short and sensible . . . they form fresh and breezy reidiag.'* ^Glasgow HerakU 

"MANNERS MAKYTH MAN" 

Presentation Edition, imperial i6mo,, cloth, bevelled boards, 
in box, 7fli« 6cl«/ cloth, 6s* Popular Edition, 
smaU square Bvo,, cloth, 38. 6d. 
"Good-natured, wholesome, and straightforward."— ^/»r<f a v Review, 
"A really delightful volume, well adapted for family readlngr—Ckristian WorUU 

THE LOVE AFFAIRS OF SOME 

FAMOUS MEN Tmfenali6m.,cloth,Zm.BA. 
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WORKS BY PROF. PASQUALE VILLARI 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF GIRO- 
LAMO SAVONAROLA 

Translated by LINDA VILLARI 

Niw and Cheaper Edition in om vobinu. Fully lUusiraUd. 
ClotAf largt crown^ 7s« 



** No more interesting book hat been issued daring the present season." 

PaUMeMGoMttU, 
"The most interesting religious biography that we Icnow of in modem times." 

** A book wUch is not iikely to be forgotten.**— il/A^^rttm. 

" By far the t>est book on Savonarola available for English tt2denJ*^Standard. 

" Is perhaps tJu book of the publishing season."— S'/ar. 

"^ncere, complete, and, upon the whole, well-balanced and caadid,*''~7orkshiri Post. 

"A work of very great value."— &o/w«a«. 

" No more graphic view of the ecclesiastical and social life of ancient Italy has been 
opened up for us than this of Linda ViMzri."— Morning Leader, 

"As complete and trustworthy as care, judgment, and the fullest investigation can 
make it,"— Dundee Advertiser, 

"A credit to tlie ^}ib]iahtt,"—Indefendent, 



THE LIFE AND TIMES OF NICC0l6 
MACHIAVELLI 

Nisw and Cheaper Edition. Fully Illustrated, Large crown Svo., 
cloth, 7s. 6d. 

" Indispensable to the serious student of MachiavelU, his teaching and his times.** 

Times. 

"The fullest and most authoritative history of Macbiavelli and his times ever given 
to the British public"— (r/a«f9i» Herald. 

" May be regarded as an authority on the times of which it treats. . . . The book is 
enriched with rare and interesting illustrations^ and with some valuable historical 
documents."- i7ai7y Telegraph, 



BY FRANK HORRIDGE 

LIVES OF GREAT ITALIANS 

Illustrated, Large crown Svo,, cloth, lu. 6cL 
Opinions of tlie Press. 

" A poetical, romantic, and charmingly written book, wliich will be popular with all 
who love their Italy."— Douglas Sladen in Literary World. 
"Able, eloquent, and interesting."— ^««n. 
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THE CENTURY DIG' 
TIONARY 

Six volumes bound in dothj gilt lettered^ sprinkled edges, 

per vol. £2 2s. 
Do, in kalfmoroccOf marbled edges^ per vol, £21 16«« 
Bookcase for holding the Dictionary^ price iS8 8s. 
8la» of each volum* 18 In. x 9} In. x 2\ in. 



PRESS NOTICES. 
'The exceptional merits of the ' Century Dictionary ' are beyond dispute."— TViMMt. 
"One of the most notable monuments of the philological industry of the age." 

Daily Telegraph, 
"It is a work of great ability, fine scholarship, and patient research in many widely 
different departments of lesuming.'*— Standard, 

"As we turn the leaves of this splendid work, we feel acutely the inadequacy off any 
description apart from actual handling of the volvanca."— Daily Chronicle. 

" It is fuller, more complete, with fewer faults than any rival"— Pai/ MaU GangtU. 
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' A book of ready raCefeace fbr proper names of every conceivable kind."— Doi/y I7emt» 

'"The 'Cydopaedia off Names* deserves to rank with important works of reference, 
for though its facts on any given subject are, of course, elementary, they can be quickly 
found, and, on the whole, they are admirably chosen,''—Standard, 

"A most handsome and solid volume .... It will be found exceedingly useful 
. . . It is beautifully printed."— 2>at^ C%r<M«i<r/:& 

"A most valuable compilation, and one whch will be valued for the great mass of 
Information wliich it contains."— (r/aj^imr Herald. 

"Every library of reference, no matter how richly stocked, will be the richer for 
having it ... . may be consulted fredy without the inconveniences of hunuin 
hjudage."— Sr^toiMM. 
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THE WEST INDIES, 

BY ROBERT T. HILL, 

Off the United States Qeological 5arvey. 
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Transportation, 
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A valuable Work of Reference. 

A Scientific Presentation. 

An indispensable Guide. 

SAN DOMINOCX A readable Narrative. 

ST. THOMAS, >. 500 Pages. 

ST. KITTS, \^ x6o Illustrations. 

ANTIOUA, X Price i6s. 

MONTSERRAT/ 

^ OUADELOUPE,' 
" His book X 
is a very good X MARTINIQUE, 

example of its ^^ 

kind, carefully writ- X ST. LUCIA. 

ten, full of the infor- X 

mation that is required." X BARBADOS, 

—The Times, X, 

"He has written the most X ^^' VINCENT, 
important Ixwk that has been X. ^^^ -^ . 
published on the subject"— X ORENADA. 
Chicago Tribune. ^^ 

"His volume of 429 pa^es. with X TRINIDAD. 
profuse Illustrations and an index, forms 
a little condensed library of reference." — X. 4t 

N, Y. Times. ^ ^ 

" The book is well and ably written ... is 
brightened by a truly magnificent series of photo- 

fraphs • . . beautifullyreproduced on fine paper."— 
dinburgh Scotsman. 



Tourists to Cuba, Porto Rico and the West Indies will find this a 
most reliable and the only General Handbook. 

T. FISHER UN WIN, PATERNOSTER SQUARE, LONDON. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 






V^ 2 1 1911 




ed by Google 



